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Teel Realty
Your Hometown Real Estate Team

2418 N. Delaware Drive,  Mt. Bethel PA 18343
Phone: 570-897-7325   Fax: 570-897-7303

WITH US, IT’S PERSONAL
 Helping you reach your real estate goals throughout the Slate Belt, 

Lehigh Valley and the Poconos Mountains in Northeastern Pennsylvania

First-Time Homebuyers

We know that the whole process 
can be intimidating- but not to wor-
ry, we have worked with hundreds 
of first-timers. We have the skills 
and materials to make the process 
simple and straight-forward

Commercial 

Whether you are just starting out or 
expanding your company, we are 
here to help you find the perfect 
space. Not sure where to start? Let 
us know what is important to you, 
and we will take it from there. 

Residential 

Upgrading, down-sizing, or simply 
ready for a change, we have access 
to every house listed by a Realtor 
throughout both the Lehigh Valley and 
the Pocono Mountains.

Selling made easy. 

Here at Teel Realty we do the work so you don’t have to. We take pride in our two decades of helping the public buy and 
sell their homes. With the ability market your home, professionally negotiate on your behalf, and guide your through the 

transition of selling your home, we are confident in our ability to provide you with the best service in the business. 

Winners of 14th Annual Historic 
Preservation Awards
By Amy Leiser, Executive Director 

STROUDSBURG - The Monroe County Historical Association 
is pleased to announce the 2019 P.E.P (Preserve, Enhance, Pro-
mote) Historical Preservation awards. Owners of historic build-
ings who have shown their dedication to preserving, enhancing, 
and promoting Monroe County’s wealth of historic structures will 
be honored at the Monroe County Historical Association’s Annu-
al Meeting and Awards Luncheon on Sunday, February 24, 2019, 
at the Shawnee Inn and Golf Resort, Shawnee-on-Delaware.  

Three categories of buildings were judged: Commercial, Non-
profit, and Private Residence. The 2019 winners in the three 
categories are: Commercial Property – Ken & Company, Main 
Street, Borough of Stroudsburg; Nonprofit – Cattell Cabin and 
the Friends of Big Pocono, Jackson Township; and Residential 
Property – “Colonel Peter Snyder Home” owned by Elizabeth 
Tilley, Hamilton Township.  The Heritage Resource Award will be 
given to the Monroe County Archives, Borough of Stroudsburg.

Monroe County Historical Association Executive Director Amy 
Leiser said, “Our organization is pleased to recognize the own-
ers of these historic properties, cultural sites, and the volunteers 
who help keep our past alive. We appreciate their dedication in 
helping to maintain the historic fabric of our community.”  

Leiser also commented, “This is the 14th year we’ve acknowl-
edged owners of historic properties. We are always looking for 
additional structures to highlight and we welcome suggestions of 
other Monroe County sites that deserve recognition.” 

The cost for the luncheon meeting is $35.00 for MCHA mem-
bers and $40.00 for non-members. The public is welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Reservations, with payment, should be 
made to the Monroe County Historical Association, 900 Main 
Street, Stroudsburg, before Friday, February 15, 2019. For 
more information, please contact the office at (570) 421-7703 or 
admin@MonroeHistorical.org 

The Monroe County Historical Association is a cultural and 
learning center that assists our diverse community of residents 
and visitors in connecting the county’s past with the present. 
Visit the website at www.monroehistorical.org for more informa-
tion on the organization.
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Borough of 
Stroudsburg
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Pocono, Jackson Township

Monroe County Archives

“Colonel Peter Snyder Home”
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OIL CHANGE SPECIAL $19.95
5 Qt. Regular Oil And Filter

610- 881- 4114

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL $19.95
245 E. Main St. Pen Argyl

NVL

Automotive Repair

WE NOW DO 
Safety And Emmissions Inspections

Tire Rotation Only $10.00
Transmission Service $99.99

Coolant Flush W/ Thermostat $110.99
Prices are for most cars & trucks

INSTANT REPLAY 
SPORTING GOODS

610-863-4600      instrep31@gmail.com

TEAM EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS
Corporate Apparel & Accessories
Screen Printing and Embroidery

31 W. 1st Street, Wind Gap

NOW SELLING PA LOTTERY

• Free Estimates
•Authorized Direct Repair for Major Insurance Companies

•Certifi ed Technicians
Ask about our Truck & Truck Accessories!

Since 1987
Rte. 512, 5 Points Intersection
Mt. Bethel.........................................610-588-4633

This column is exclusive to the Blue Valley Times
You’re in the car, and your fi ve-year-old is quietly 
looking at cartoon characters on an iPad. The radio 
is playing. You’re drinking your coffee and staring 
silently out the front windshield. Through no fault of 
your own, at that moment, you’re missing out on an 
opportunity to give your child valuable skills needed 
in kindergarten.

Yes, there’s snow on the ground, temperatures 
have plummeted, and it’s only the second month 
of the New Year, but kindergarten registration 
is happening now in school districts across the 
Lehigh Valley.    Registration helps districts gauge 
the number of teachers and classrooms they will 
need in the upcoming school year.   To 
register your child you’ll usually 
need a birth certifi cate, immuni-
zation record, and proof of 
residency.

Don’t be concerned if 
your child doesn’t know 
how to write their name 
or count to one hun-
dred.  These academic 
skills can be taught to 
them once they begin their 
elementary school career.  
The skills that kindergarten 
teachers are looking for include 
hard skills like phonological awareness 
(the ability to recognize and work with sounds 
in spoken language) but, says Linda Lasher, a 
kindergarten teacher at The Children’s Garden, 
they also need soft skills like being “...able to follow 
directions, attend for an appropriate amount of time 
and...play appropriately with other students.”

Kindergarten teachers are in agreement that 
social-emotional skills are the ones they need to 
see.  Without these skills, teachers, like Lasher, 
say, “Children lack communication skills to verbal-
ize wants and needs,”  therefore making it harder 
for teachers to teach academic skills like reading, 
writing and math.   

What exactly are social-emotional skills?  

According to a recent Pennsylvania Department 
of Education report “Social and emotional learning 

(SEL) is the process through which children and 
adults acquire the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
necessary to understand and manage emotions, 
set and achieve positive goals, feel and show em-
pathy for others, establish and maintain positive re-
lationships, and make responsible decisions.”  The 
state of Pennsylvania recognizes how important 
these skills are and has early learning standards in 
this content area beginning from birth (yes, birth!).  

Pennsylvania’s learning standards for early 
childhood are “research based according to age 
and development, and form the foundation for cur-
riculum, assessment, instruction and intervention 

within early care and education programs.” 
Areas include self-awareness and 

self management, establishing 
and maintaining relationships 

and decision making and 
responsible behavior.

How can parents help 
children develop social emo-
tional skills?  The consensus 
among educators is to put 
away your phone and talk to 
your child.   

“Skills children entering kin-
dergarten need are oral language 

skills.” says Shawnee Elementary School 
Principal Josephine Galloway.  “This skill is critical.  
While a child knowing the alphabet, numbers, 
and colors are all important foundational skills...
because we are entrenched in the digital age and 
families are busy, with more then one child, running 
around to work and activities sometimes it’s easiest 
to give the child a tablet or phone.  The problem 
from my observation is that it seems to cut down on 
conversations. Conversations that were happening 
when kids played with blocks or puzzles.  These 
activities foster more conversation between the 
parent and the child. The parent can offer feedback 
versus something just being on a screen.”

So in the intervening months until kindergarten be-
gins just remember to talk, talk, talk to your child. In 
the car, at the grocery store, or at a sporting event.  
Point out the things you’re seeing, hearing, and 
feeling and encourage your child to do the same.  

Jan Marie Schwartz

Education

Jan Marie Schwartz is an Outreach Coordinator for the Pre-K for PA 
campaign.  The campaign is supported by individuals and organizations 

across Pennsylvania who believe that investing in our children is the right 
choice and an urgent necessity.  She also serves as VP of Public Policy for 

the Lehigh and Northampton Chapter of PennAEYC


