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Staff, Students, And Parents Weigh In On New
SHS Vaping Policy

By Cassandra Oppelt, Staff Writer / SHS Mountaineer

STROUDSBURG - The Stroudsburg Area School Dist. (SASD) vaping policy has been in effect for
about a month. Since the policy has been enacted, many changes in the school have occurred. The
administration has locked and removed doors on bathrooms, and school security on school lavatories
has increased. As a result, many students have trouble accessing bathrooms, and some even claim
that their rights are being violated as a result of the vaping policy.

“It is understandable that the staff is trying to crack down on the students vaping in the bathrooms,
but those of us that have no interest in that sort of thing feel that it is quite a disturbance that we have
to walk all around the school to find an open bathroom, or when we finally do find one the doors are
taken off,” said junior Collin West.

However, many students feel that the policy is important to implement, since so many students
vape and don’t get caught.

“It is easier to hide than regular drugs, and more often than not the smoke smells like perfume
or candy,” said an anonymous student. “I personally haven’t walked in on anybody yet, but | have
had multiple friends tell me about how they have. | honestly haven’t seen much change besides for
people trying to hide it better.”

Many SHS staff claim that the vaping policy is necessary to implement as well. “I believe that put-
ting the policy in the student handbook will be a positive in the long run,” said English teacher Ms.
Ashley Krause.

“We don’t know yet what the oils are doing to the lining of the lungs, it could be just as bad if not
worse than cigarettes,” said an anonymous SHS teacher. | still hear of students finding ways to
vape and juul in school, and sometimes they are caught but not every single time.”

There are even some parents who have gotten involved in the vaping policy, heavily support-
ing it. Many parents believe that vaping has negative side effects, and that it's important for high
school students to be positive role models for younger children in the SASD school district.

“I wouldn’t feel comfortable knowing my high school child is around peers who may influence him
to believe that it is okay, and that there is no harm in vaping, while he has a younger elementary
level sibling that thinks everything he does and says is cool,” says high school parent Angelina
Thompson.

Facts about e-cigarettes
Young people who vape in their early teens are more likely to smoke later on in their life according
to the CDC (Center for Disease Control).

E-cigarettes contain harmful substances besides nicotine.

Most e-cigarettes are highly addictive and can harm adolescent brain development.

Even worse, parents are worried that vaping can lead to addiction. “When | was young we were
told there was nothing wrong with smoking nicotine cigarettes, we smoked those all the time with-
out knowing what it was doing to our health, now a bunch of us are addicted for life,” said teen par-
ent Annmarie Gentile. “It was just the cool thing to do back then, just as vaping and juuling is now.
We never listened to the adults with their conspiracy on how it could be bad. | just don’t want the
younger generations to go down the same path, it's vaping this year, what about next year.”
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Officer Ryan Sabatine
Continued from page 1

The BPD is staffed by 7 full time patrol officers and 5 part-time patrol officers. Each
officer is involved in all aspects of modern law enforcement including, but not limited
to: crime deterrence, investigation of criminal activity, apprehension and prosecution
of criminal offenders, investigation of motor vehicle accidents, and the enforcement of
Pennsylvania’s criminal and traffic laws.

In addition to the basic law enforcement duties described above, some officers
participate in specialized assignments such as the inter-departmental Special Re-
sponse Team, K9 Unit, Motor Carrier Enforcement, Accident Reconstruction, and the
Northampton County Drug Task Force.

In attendance were Sabatines family, friends and fellow officers of the Bangor Po-

lice Department to show support for their newly fellow officer.
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L-R Bangor Police Chief Scott Felchock, Officer Ryan Sabatine, Bangor Mayor
Brooke Kersner

Bangor Police Chief Scott Felchock
Pins a Bangor Police badge on
Officer Ryan Sabatine who is the
first full time officer to be hired in
ten years, the last current officer is
Glen Connelly.

As part of the oath Sabatine swore
to “uphold, obey, and enforce the
law without consideration to a
persons race, color, sex, religious
creed, sexual orientation, age,
national origin, ancestry, handicap
or disability.”
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