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Smash Those Spotted Lanternfly Eggs!

By State Rep. Joe Emrick

BANGOR - The Pennsylva-
nia Department of Agriculture
is encouraging all of us to do
our part to combat the spread
of the invasive spotted lan-
ternfly.

Destroy those egg masses
before the weather warms up
for good and eggs hatch. Of-
ficials suggest power-wash-
ing equipment and vehicles,
inspecting the undercarriages
of vehicles and inspecting
other hard surfaces such as
patio furniture, grills or play
equipment.

Spotted Lanternfly Why Do We Care

SLF is a serious invasive pest with a healthy appetite for our plants and it can be a significant nui-
sance, affecting the quality of life and enjoyment of the outdoors. If not contained, spotted lanternfly
potentially could drain Pennsylvania’s economy of at least $324 million annually, according to a study
carried out by economists at Penn State. The spotted lanternfly uses its piercing-sucking mouthpart to
feed on sap from over 70 different plant species. It has a strong preference for economically important
plants including grapevines, maple trees, black walnut, birch, willow, and other trees. The feeding dam-
age significantly stresses the plants which can lead to decreased health and potentially death.

As SLF feeds, the insect excretes honeydew (a sugary substance) which can attract bees, wasps,
and other insects. The honeydew also builds up and promotes the growth for sooty mold (fungi), which
can cover the plant, forest understories, patio furniture, cars, and anything else found below SLF feed-
ing.

Where is SLF Found?

SLF is currently found in 34 counties in Pennsylvania, all of which are under a state-imposed quaran-
tine. The quarantine is in place to stop the movement of SLF to new areas within or out of the current
quarantine zone and to slow its spread within the quarantine. The quarantine affects vehicles and other
conveyances, plant, wood, stone products and outdoor household items. Counties within the quaran-
tine zone: Allegheny, Beaver,
Berks, Blair, Bucks, Cambria,
Cameron, Carbon, Ches-
ter, Columbia, Cumberland,
Dauphin, Delaware, Franklin,
Huntingdon, Juniata, Lacka-
wanna, Lancaster, Lebanon,
Lehigh, Luzerne, Mifflin,
Monroe, Montgomery, Mon-
tour, Northampton, Northum-
berland, Perry, Philadelphia,
Pike, Schuylkill, York, Wayne,
and Westmoreland. In ad-
dition to Pennsylvania, SLF
is also found in New Jersey,
New York, Ohio, Connecti-
cut, Maryland, Delaware, Vir-
ginia, and West Virginia. Do
your part to slow the spread
by complying with the SLF
quarantine relations.
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