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& 51 B W The Signs Of Our Times

By Michael Ortoski

ationa OUR COMMUNITIES - Step back, take a \ A
P = deep breath and turn off the media drama for  the Y
P a break! "
| know it hard to do because it's every where
( T . you go but stressing out will not help. This INFORMED
e, : virus a?cording to.the CDC ‘ha§ to rur! iF’S Greater Valley YMCA Facilities Closed
M course,’ the best thing we can do is contain it. R M R N
Ao §E |~ Nad If we all work together we can get this done.
- This is a good time to connect with family, friends and loved ones thru phone, e-mail, social D":r:"o":g:"’;t";::‘f’ér
i E media and discuss positive things that will happen in the near future. the foreseeable future.
With that said we do have to stay prepared. The following is from Lamont G. McClure We apologize for the inconvenience

Northampton County Executive. Continued on page 3

' Thank You Taylor Munoz and Good Luck!

By Michael Ortoski

PEN ARGYL - My friend Taylor Munoz from Mario Scavello’s office who servered as chief
of staff will be leaving to become the new Pocono Township Manager. Munoz at 30 years old
will be the youngest Pocono Township manager to date.

Munoz has served as chief of staff for Scavello since December of 2014. Having grown up
in the area for over 20 years and also having served three years on the Pocono Township
Planning Commission Munoz said “It's like a homecoming.”

Taylor and | sat together on the Friends of Minsi Lake committee which he was very pas-
sionate about being an outdoors man. He has been a very big advocate for both Northamton
County and Monroe thru his career and we are going to miss him.

“Taylor Mufioz has been my Chief of Staff since starting in the Senate five years ago. Taylor
has represented me at countless meetings, Eagle Scout ceremonies, and events through-
out the 40th Senatorial District. Taylor has been a true steward in making tough decisions
with the compassion to listen to the needs of others. | am blessed to have many great staff
members over my years serving the Commonwealth and Taylor had been one of the best.
s Therefore, it is bittersweet to see him go” said Mario Scavello.”

Munoz lives in Saylorsburg with wife, Devin, and seven-month-old son, Landon.

i’ 2 SIQ e ¥ n L-R Senator Mario Scavello and his chief of staff
obs'B i Taylor Munoz

il s Community Takes Pride in Fixing Up Their Downtown
0 By Laura McClain / Slate Belt Chambor - : T 3 | =

BANGOR - Last month the Slate Belt Chamber
of Commerce, Bangor Borough and Bangor His-
toric Business Association met to discuss the va-
cant storefronts. Since that meeting the SBCC
has been doing some research to provide to our
local property owners.

Our towns of today aren’t filled with tumble-
weeds, instead they are our main streets, filled
with empty stores. Across the country, physical
stores struggle to compete with online commerce.
The trend is taking place in both large and small

ort t0,B00 towns. Online stores have permanently changed
i Ra our buying habits and now they are beginning to
page 0 change the habits of landlords
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John T. Schimmel

//Public Accountant

1400 NORTHAMPTON STREET - EASTON, PA 18042-4024
Serving Easton, Lehigh Valley, Northampton &

Lehigh Counties, parts of Monroe County & New Jersey

Our company specializes in accounting and tax preparation
services for a wide variety of clients.
We specialize in:
» Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
» Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
* Corporate tax return filing

*P. (610) 253-4000 « F. (610) 258-3294 TF. + (800) 370-8294
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com
Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

Wit s  wronv lvsveiliglimes.com

'-1 A7'N. Broadway
\Wind Gap
“across from Wind Gap
Post Office

Laundromat
5:30am-10: 30pm
Wash / Dry / Fold
Drv Cleaning J

& Tanning
7:30am - 7:30pm

61C 0 "863 9080

= A
www. wglaundryand'rannmg com

ind monthly tlmmg

only starts when using first session!

1 1
1 1
| (860 +a9 BUY GET FREE !
1 ($108 «x BUY GET FREE 1
) ($135+m, BUY 3 MONTH GET FREE |
?‘i. ___________ Hiuﬁ Eresen CC‘U_PQH ___________ _.’:'

Blue Valley Times

900 N. Main Street., Bangor, PA 18013
Published Weekly/Every Tuesday
Available on the web 24/7 at www.bluevalleytimes.com and Facebook

More Flu Thoughts

Bob Dylan once said “A hero is someone who understands the responsibility that comes with his
freedom.” At this point in time I'm not quite sure whether the key word in that quote is responsibility
or freedom. Being responsible means not relying on others for things you can and should be doing
yourself. It requires a certain level of discipline and maybe even discomfort. It is not the job of the
government to feed you or give you medical care. | have heard people say that medical care is a
human right but if doctors don’t grow on trees or work for free, your right would be a serious incon-
venience for them and that is just not fair. Earning money is no fun but how else will you pay your
taxes? And once they are paid, you can buy food and clothes and pay for shelter for your family with
what'’s left over. There is almost always too much month left at the end of the money so stockpiling
supplies is not easy even if you know it is your responsibility to do so.

Everyone has a smart phone today and that is one of the most helpful devices ever created. It is
also one of the most insidious devices ever to get in our hands. The amount of information avail-
able is mindboggling and if you get your information from the wrong place, you may actually be less
intelligent than if you threw the phone in the river and used your own head.

| should probably stick to my usual topics but I'm a little bit ashamed of the way some people
have been acting during this coronavirus problem. By now I’'m pretty sure that every single one of
us has been inconvenienced by this bug in one way or another and it is nowhere near over yet.
Being inconvenienced is about a 1 on a scale of 10 and yet some people are losing their minds
over it. Panic buying makes no sense at all but it is all over social media and that keeps it spiraling
upward. Business and school closures create some very serious scheduling problems with regard
to employment. That may have lasting financial effects on a family unless we can take a tax credit
for being quarantined. Ignoring recommendations to stay home will lead to government intervention
and a more dangerous environment in public. Remember, this is a viral flu, not the black plague.

Be a hero and take responsibility for yourself and your family and prepare for limited contact with
the outside world.

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and Field’s Service, Inc. and writes a weekly column
in the Blue Valley Times (page 6).

Beautiful, Spacious 4+ bedroom, 3 bath home recently updated. Newly finished family
room w/ built in bar, BRAND NEW STUNNING GAS FIREPLACE. full Recreation Room, &
All Seasons sun room to enjoy the vast back yard views. The Gourmet kitchen large center
island, Granite countertops, & newer HIGH END Stainless Steel Appliances, including a

6 burner gas stove. hardwood floors and quality tile. 2 car garage, storage shed and lots
more! MLS# 634179 $285,000

A step above the rest this ultra modern 3 bedroom 2 full bath with bonus front
room in Rocky Ridge Estates Manufactured Home Park stainless steel appliances
central air spacious deck will not last long. This is a leasehold $500.00 a month
which includes water sewer trash road maintenance and community up keep.
MLS#631649 $99,900

PRIME HOMESITE FOR SALE IN COUNTRY MEWS ESTATES-
located in picturesque Washington Township on 1.5 acres of

" gorgeous farmland. New construction rates are low and building is
on the rise. Easy commute to NJ and the Lehigh Valley. You will love
the quality-built homes and panoramic views! House packages are
" available! MLS# 626239 $85,900

GREAT SPACE! Come & see this BRAND NEW 3-bedroom 2 FULL s
bath. drywall manufactured home insulated concrete slab foundation,
covered front porch, the list goes on. NICE SIZE 28x58'8” Close to en-
trance and all amenities .Easy carefree living. MLS# 629251 $115,000
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