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SINCE 1929

Albanese
Garden Center & Greenhouse
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Rt. 512, 260 E. Moorestown Rd., Wind Gap, PA
610-759-4699   www.albanesegardencenter.com

OPEN FOR THE YEAR
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Closed Sundays

YOUR 1-STOP GARDEN CENTER, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1929

Selection of Foliage & Flowering Plants Just Arrived

Pond Seminar Saturday April 13 10 a.m.
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John T. Schimmel 
P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t

Serving Easton, Lehigh Valley, Northampton & 
Lehigh Counties, parts of Monroe County & New Jersey

• P. (610) 253-4000 • F. (610) 258-3294 TF. • (800) 370-8294 
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com

Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

Our company specializes in accounting and tax preparation
 services for a wide variety of clients. 

We specialize in:
• Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
• Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
• Corporate tax return filing

1400 NORTHAMPTON STREET - EASTON, PA  18042-4024   

This column is exclusive to the Blue Valley Times

Spirit Rutzler

                     Friends of Minsi Lake
Address: P.O. Box 261, Bath, PA 18014      Phone: 610-829-6404   

www.facebook.com/FOML.orgCheck us out on 

Spirit Rutzler is a committee member of Friends of Minsi Lake.

Friends of Minsi Lake Mission Statement: To support Minsi Lake 
and improve the area’s conservation value, encourage economic 
development and enhance recreational opportunities for everyone who 
lives, works and/or plays in Northampton County.

Spring is on its way. The air is warming and 
many of the plants are beginning to awaken 
from their winter slumber. Already you can visit 
Minsi Lake County Park and see several of the 
willow species beginning to  “plume out.” This is 
especially true for the pussy willow that sends 
out little buds of fuzz along their slender reddish 
branches. But there is another plant that is com-
ing into bloom right now this is frequently over-
looked if not avoided completely.

Symplocarpus foetidus or  “skunk cabbage” is 
common to shaded wetlands here in north-
eastern Pennsylvania and can be 
found along the trails and creek 
banks at Minsi Lake.  Skunk 
cabbage can come into 
bloom as early as Feb-
ruary to as late as May 
and does so well before 
the large green leaves 
appear. The flowers 
of skunk cabbage do 
not resemble typi-
cal flowers. They are 
composed of a spathe 
and spadix – or rather a 
hood that covers a cen-
tral rod that is composed 
of clusters of flowers. If 
you are interested in seeing 
one up close, park at the east-
ern parking lot and hike back to the 
first bridge. Look for maroon mottled spathes on 
the right hand side of the bridge on the bank of 
the creek.  There is a small colony there that is 
reaching mature bloom. 

 While this plant is not attractive to garden-
ers, it plays an important part in our ecosystem.  
Since it blooms much earlier than other wild-
flowers, it is known as an “ephemeral” plant. All 
ephemerals provide an important source of food 

for pollinators that are coming out of hibernation 
in the beginning of spring. Without these early 
plants like skunk cabbage, many of the insects 
we rely on to pollinate our crops would starve.  
The skunk cabbage is unique from most other 
ephemerals in that it exhibits thermogenesis – it 
can chemically create its own heat! It is due to 
this process that skunk cabbage will come to 
bloom through snow, well before its ephemeral 
counterparts. But not all is sweet and warm with 
this hardy plant.

Skunk cabbage gets its well-deserved name 
from the smell of its leaves when crushed. 

Additionally, if the “skunk” part of its 
name isn’t enough to scare you off 

from eating this cabbage, then 
be warned. This plant contains 
calcium oxalate crystals, which 
cause burning and swelling of 
the mouth, tongue, and esoph-
agus as well as other harmful 
effects. While you may be 
able to find some articles that 
say skunk cabbage was used 
as a home remedy, it is better 
to steer a wide path around it, 

as reactions to the plant can 
be severe.  All of these quirks 

though make the skunk cabbage a 
wonderful and unique plant to photo-

graph and admire in our wetlands. 

Spirit Rutzler is a resident of the Slate Belt.  
She is employed by the Wildlands Conservancy 
as a naturalist and the Bike and Boat Coordinator. 
She graduated Summa Cum Laude from East 
Stroudsburg University with a B.S. in English and 
Secondary Education.  She is currently completing 
her M.S. in Conservation Biology from Green 
Mountain College.

Symplocarpus foetidus or  “skunk cabbage”

Native Plants

This column is exclusive to the 

This photo is of  the Minsi Lake dry bed.
The lake is currently having the dam rebuilt.
Estameted  to reopen November 2019.

2nd Annual GUNS & CASH BINGO
Washington Township Vol. Fire Co.

DOOR PRIZES, GUNS, CASH AND 
OUTDOOR TRICKY TRAY!

FOOD & DRINKS

Tickets/Info Call 610-588-2113
Washington Township Vol. Fire Co.

920 Washington Blvd.
Bangor, PA 18013

*Must Have 100 Players by 4/5/19 To Hold Game*

Sunday, April 7
Doors Open 11am
Game Starts 1pm
                                            
$30.00 Tickets in Advance
$35.00 Tickets at Door

Event Sold Out Last Year!



147 N. Broadway
Wind Gap
across from Wind Gap
����������

Laundromat
5:30am-10:30pm

Wash / Dry / Fold
Dry Cleaning

& Tanning
7:30am - 8:00pm

610-863-9080

($108 +tax) BUY 2 MONTHS Get 3 Weeks FREE
($135 +tax) BUY 3 MONTHS Get 4 Weeks FREE

TANNING SPECIAL

* must present coupon

www.wglaundryandtanning.
MARCH MADNESS
 SPECIAL!

PURCHASE NOW and monthly timing 
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INN TOWN
STORAGE

Spring Is Here

Come in and check out our low prices and  SPECIALS!

Need storage to clean out cluttered spaces, 
or just make room. Easy access for storage 

of vehicles and motorcycles.?
storage to clean out cluttered spaces, 

or just make room. Easy access for storage 

Teel Realty
Your Hometown Real Estate Team

2418 N. Delaware Drive,  Mt. Bethel PA 18343
Phone: 570-897-7325   Fax: 570-897-7303

GREAT PROPERTY WITH MULTIPLE USE POTENTIAL! The 1st 
floor of this building boasts the studio and several open rooms with end-
less possibilities. The 2nd floor was converted to a 3/4 bedroom apart-
ment, with brand new updated. Live upstairs and rent the 1st floor to 
any business, or own and operate your own business while still living 
separately from the business itself! MLS 604188 $199,000

TWO-UNIT INVESTMENT PROPERTY- 
This multi-family is fully occupied and 
generating income! NOW is the time to 
invest in your future. Live in one unit and 
rent out the other. Features 2 units- one 
with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths and one with 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths. Great commuter loca-
tion to Rt. 80! Close to shopping, schools, 
and restaurants. MLS#582425 $144,500

CHARMING 4-BED, 2-BATH CAPE features hardwood, parquet & tile floors, large master 
on first floor, one car attached garage, scheduled use of Tuscarora conference center ameni-
ties. Located in Tuscarora village only minutes to route 80,94 &46! MLS#595218 $190,900

LONGWOOD ESTATES COLONIAL! 
4- bedroom, fully renovated home with 
a coal stove, lovely kitchen w/ stainless 
steel appliances & granite countertops,
 dining area w/ screened in deck, over-
looking a 1.34 acre lot on a CUL-DU-
SAC! NO DUES! CLOSE TO I80 COR-
RIDOR AND LEHIGH VALLEY! 
MLS#592796 $279,900

Opening day 
at Dinky’s
By Jill Matthews
  BANGOR - Our first cus-
tomers of the season at 
Dinky’s Ice Cream Par-
lor in Bangor were Lydia 
six and Natalie two years 
old who enjoyed their ice 
cream treats on a sunny 
afternoon on Saturday.

Stste Rep. Emrick Recieves the Hometown Hero Award
By Michael Ortoski

Johnsonville - State Representative Joe Emrick visited Pack 14 of Johnsonville last Thursday night 
and was awarded the Hometown Hero award by the Webelos Scouts. 

The Scouts got a chane to ask Emrick many questions about his job, how the government works 
and questions about Minsi Lake dam reconstruction.  

Emrick is a committee member of ‘Friends of Minsi Lake’ who are the new caretakers of the lake. 
Their mission is to support Minsi Lake and improve the area’s con-servation value, encourage eco-
nomic development and enhance recreational opportunities for everyone who lives, works and/or 
plays in Northampton County. 

FOML Purpose Statement: To chart the course and provide resources needed to enhance the 
natural and recreational assets throughout the Minsi Lake area.

Scout leaders thanked Emrick for his support of the Scouting. “It is great to see a State Represen-
tative so involved with the local youth” said troop leader ‘Vinny’. 


