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gfate Belt Church By CACLV
™ ‘Walk-Thru Play’ L BETHLEHEM - The Board of Directors of Community Action Lehigh Valley is pleased

page'9 ; *y to announce the appointment of Dawn Godshall as the organization’s next Executive

. Director. Currently serving as the organization’s Deputy Executive Director for Opera-
tions, Godshall has been with the agency since March, 2014, and has held various
leadership positions including Associate Executive Director for Community Services
and Director of the Sixth Street Shelter in Allentown. She will succeed Alan Jennings,
who is retiring at the end of May after more than 40 years with the agency.

“‘Dawn Godshall inspires confidence in the board, staff, and community we serve.
Her comprehensive knowledge of our agency, her first-person understanding of the
causes and effects of poverty, and her unflappable presence draw people in,” said
Wayne Barz, Community Action’s Board President. “Given the year we’ve just been
through as a nation and community, we think everyone who meets her will feel in-
spired by the future of what this agency and community can accomplish.”

Godshall grew up in Buffalo, New York. Her mother passed away when she was
five years old, leaving her father to raise her and her two sisters, ages six and seven,
on his own. Despite not making it past sixth grade, her father spoke three languages
(Italian, German, and Spanish) fluently and instilled the importance of education in his
daughters. When she was 12 years old, her father passed away and she spent the
rest of her childhood in the foster care system. Although she had to overcome adver-
sity from an early age, she notes that it has made her who she is today: a fighter.

‘Il wasn’t born into a life of privilege. I'm a woman of color who grew up in foster

Continued on page 6

Da Vinci Science Center Chief Administrative Officer & CFO Maureen
2021 VI Michael Receives Women of Influence Award

LEHIGH By Caroline Scutt
FOOD == ALLENTOWN, PA. March 26, 2021 — Maureen Michael, Da Vinci Science Center Chief Adminis-
2021'L. VAFo0d'8™ trative Officer and CFO, has been named a 2021 Women of Influence Honoree by the Lehigh Valley
Wine Festival § Business Journal as part of the annual Lehigh Valley Business Women of Influence Awards. The
honorees were selected based on professional experience, community involvement and a commit-
ment to mentoring.

“I am thrilled that our colleague and friend, Maureen Michael has been selected as a Woman of
Influence Honoree for her achievements and the strong expertise she brings to the Da Vinci Sci-
ence Center and to our community,” said Lin Erickson, Executive Director and CEO of the Da Vinci
Science Center. “Maureen is the glue that bonds together the functional departments, ensuring that
people connect with and support one another and that work gets done across the organization. Her
hard work, energy, and positive attitude are contagious.”

Michael joined the Da Vinci Science Center in August 2015 as the Chief Financial Officer. Fif-
teen months later, she added Chief Administrative Officer to her scope of responsibilities. Since
2015, Maureen has transformed a small, business office responsible for day-to-day accounting
to a finance and administration department with streamlined processes for tracking and reporting
business activity.

She played a pivotal role in ensuring the organization successfully navigated through the

pandemic, including leading scenario planning, prepared numerous financial reports to secure
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