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Sen. Scavello, Rep. Brown Urge “Pick Up Pennsylvania” Litter Cleanup Efforts
By Senator Scavello

HARRISBURG – Sen. Mario Scavello (R-40) and 
Rep. Rosemary Brown (R-189) held a Capitol news 
conference today to urge Pennsylvania communities to 
adopt campaigns to clean up the litter that is so costly 
to local communities and the environment.

“Pennsylvania is a beautiful, scenic state, but you 
don’t have to look far to see that we have a littering 
problem,” said Scavello. “It’s costly for taxpayers and 
poses a threat to the environment. If we band together 
through local clean-up campaigns, we can make a dif-
ference.”

“Litter is an issue that is strongly affecting the Po-
conos and the State of Pennsylvania,” said Brown. 
“We need to use preventive and proactive measures 
that focus on clean-up campaigns locally and across 
Pennsylvania.”

There are approximately 502 million pieces of litter 
on Pennsylvania’s roadways, predominantly single-
use materials like cigarette butts and plastic bottles, 
the lawmakers noted.

A 2020 study commissioned by Keep Pennsylvania 

Beautiful found that from 2014 through 2018, the Penn-
sylvania Department of Transportation spent more $65 
million removing litter and debris from within highway 
rights-of-way across the state.
The study looked at nine Pennsylvania cities (Allen-
town, Altoona, Erie, Harrisburg, Lancaster, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, Reading and Scranton) and found 
they spend more than $68.5 million annually on pre-
vention, education, abatement and enforcement efforts 
to address litter and illegal dumping throughout their 
respective communities.
More than 90% of Pennsylvanians surveyed say that 
litter is a problem in Pennsylvania and 93% strongly 
agree or agree that litter reduces property values. In 
addition, 87% strongly agree or agree that litter nega-
tively impacts tourism and business.
The Pocono Mountains is one of the most popular 
tourist areas in the commonwealth, and the lawmakers 
point to the successful “Pick Up the Poconos” program 
as a model for others to follow.
Pick up the Poconos was the model for the annual 
Pick Up Pennsylvania initiative by Keep Pennsylvania 

Beautiful, which each spring offers volunteers techni-
cal assistance, cleanup supplies and trash disposal. In 
2021, 76,399 volunteers collected more than 3.8 mil-
lion pounds of trash and planted 106,322 trees, flowers 
and shrubs.
Sen. Scavello and Rep. Brown were joined by Collin 
Holder of Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, Chris Barrett of 
the Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau and Jim Lam-
bert of Monroe County Waste Authority.
“We’ve seen the success of Pick Up the Poconos, 
and we’re asking communities across Pennsylvania 
to make this a truly statewide campaign to Pick Up 
Pennsylvania and get rid of this costly blight,” Scavello 
said.
 “We need to continue to build on our efforts to address 
the litter problem and recruit residents, volunteers, 
businesses, state agencies and specific programs 
like ‘Pick up the Poconos’ to be as effective as pos-
sible, which is why we are doing this event.  We want 
all these entities to say, ‘What can I do to be on the 
team?’”  Brown said. 

NCC Spring Open Houses
Join us April 23 at our Bethlehem Campus or May 7 at our Monroe Campus

By NCC
BETHLEHEM, PA - Northampton Community College is hosting two on-campus open houses this 

spring to give prospective students the opportunity to explore the area’s largest, most affordable col-
lege.

Prospective students and their families are invited to learn about the benefits of an NCC education, 
tour the campus, meet faculty, discuss program options and get more information on the resources 
and support services available to our students. Additionally, attendees can join breakout sessions to 
hear from current students about their NCC experience, discover the NCC advantage and gain a bet-
ter understanding of the admissions and financial aid processes.

Residence Hall tours will also be available at our Bethlehem Campus from 11am-1pm.
Event Details are listed below.
Bethlehem Campus Open House
Saturday, April 23 from 9am-1pm
3835 Green Pond Rd., Bethlehem, PA 18020
Check-in at the Spartan Center
Monroe Campus Open House
Saturday, May 7 from 10am-1pm
2411 Rt. 715, Tannersville, PA 18372
Check-in at Keystone Hall
For more information and to sign up, visit: northampton.edu/openhouse22.
If you have any questions regarding Open House, contact our admissions team at 

adminfo@northampton.edu or 610-861-5500.
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