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Blue Valley Times

Delaware Water Gap and Portland are Open for Business!
 By Michael Ortoski

WATER GAP / PORTLAND - Join Local Business Owners and Dignitaries met on Thursday on 
the steps of the Deer Head Inn in Delaware Water Gap to announce that local businesses are 
Open during the Rt. 611 road closure due to the latest storm.

Business owner Lauren Chamberlain, State Senator, Mario Scavello, I80 DWG Coalition, Tara 
Mezzanotte and other local dignitaries and business owners from the Slate Belt and the Dela-
ware Water Gap area were in attendance to get the word out that the Gap is Open for Business 
going into the busy holiday weekend. 

Also in attendance were  Deer Head Inn, Sycamore Grill, Edge of the Woods Outfitters, Village 
Farm and Bakery, Steve Ertle and others.

Working together to get the word out is crucial to many local businesses that depend on tourists 
and locals to visit the area. The closure of Rt 611 has already decreased business in the area by 
two thirds. Also, the closure of Rt 611 is a major safety issue as it is the only option to Rt 80 to 
enter Pennsylvania. 

Cut off is the main artery between the Slate Belt, the Poconos and the Delaware Water Gap 
Recreation Area and critical emergency service routes to the nearest hospital. We appreciate 
your support getting the word out that the local community is working together to get through this 
emergency.


