
PAGE 8         BLUE VALLEY TIMES                              APRIL 26, 2022

Dyle E. Bray – VFW Post 739
202 Washington Blvd, Bangor PA • 610-588-5555

Partners for Professional Pathways 
ecepdo.org 

Calling Early Childhood Teachers! 

Apply and Enroll Today for Tuition-Free  
Early Childhood Education Classes  

WHAT IS THIS OPPORTUNITY? 
This is an opportunity for early childhood workers who teach and 
care for young children to advance their careers—AT NO COST! 
Through a state-sponsored grant to the Early Childhood Educa�on 
Professional Development Organiza�on (ECE PDO) at PASSHE, 
Pennsylvania early childhood teachers just like you are advancing 
their career pathways—free! If you qualify, funding covers tui�on/
fees and other supports to help you complete a credit-bearing Child 
Development Associate (CDA) creden�al, an Associate’s degree, a 
Bachelor’s degree, and even a Teacher Cer�fica�on in Early Child-
hood Educa�on! There’s no be�er �me to get started! 
Four primary state universi�es — Shippensburg, Lock Haven, East 

Stroudsburg, and 
Edinboro — have 
partnered with  
numerous other  
educa�on providers 
across the state to 
offer this don’t-miss-
it-opportunity to  
advance your career 
through online, in-
person, and hybrid 
classes.  

Join those who have seized this opportunity; you can, too!  

 

TO QUALIFY FOR PDO FUNDING, YOU MUST: 
Be a Pennsylvania resident 

Currently work a minimum of 25 hours/week at a cer�fied 
childcare facility for at least three months, or demonstrate work 
history of six months in childcare if you are newly hired.  
(Note: Par�cipants ac�vely enrolled in PDO ac�vi�es will not be 
impacted by a change of employer, as long as they work at a  
cer�fied childcare facility.) 
Pursue coursework with a PDO educa�onal partner. 

ADVANCING YOUR CAREER IS AS EASY AS 1-2-3 
STEP 1: APPLY HERE for tui�on support. 
STEP 2: Once your eligibility is confirmed, a Professional Develop-
ment (PD) Coordinator will contact you to discuss your profession-
al development goals and educa�onal op�ons. (See below for the 
list of PD Coordinators.) 
STEP 3: Your PD Coordinator will help you to register with the  
educa�on partner that best suits your needs. They will also intro-
duce you to the many supports that are available to you, such as 
FREE online tutoring—and much more! 

Apply HERE Today!  
Classes start soon, so do not delay! 

Learn more at ecepdo.org 

AMBER BARKMAN 
abarkman@ecepdo.org 

LISA RUFFNER 
lruffner@ecepdo.org  

ANU SACHDEV 
asachdev@ecepdo.org  

KILEY FAIR 
kfair@ecepdo.org  

Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Faye�e 
Fulton, Franklin, Greene 
Hun�ngdon, Somerset 

Cameron, Clarion, Clearfield  
Clinton, Elk, Forest  

Jefferson, McKean, Po�er 
Tioga, Warren 

Carbon, Lackawanna 
Lehigh, Monroe  

Northampton, Pike  
Susquehanna, Wayne 

Armstrong, Beaver, Butler 
Crawford, Erie, Indiana 

Lawrence, Mercer, Venango 

KAREN ZAKIN 
kzakin@ecepdo.org 

LANE COYLE-COLBURN 
acolburn@ecepdo.org  

MELISSA OCKER 
mocker@ecepdo.org  

ROBIN EVANS 
revans@ecepdo.org  

Adams, Franklin, 
Lancaster, York 

Centre, Juniata, Lycoming  
Mifflin, Northumberland 

Snyder, Union 

Cumberland 
Dauphin, Perry 

Berks, Bradford, Columbia 
Luzerne, Montour, Sullivan 

Schuylkill, Wyoming 

LINDSEY VICORIA 
lvicoria@ecepdo.org  

RUEBEN RANSOM 
rransom@ecepdo.org    

Allegheny, Washington 
Westmoreland 

Dauphin, Lebanon  
At-Large   

ECEPDO PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COORDINATORS BY COUNTY 

This project is supported by the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) of  
Pennsylvania’s Department of Human Services (DHS) and Pennsylvania’s Department of  
Educa�on (PDE). For more informa�on, visit dhs.pa.gov and educa�on.pa.gov. 

Updated 
11.29.2021 

Choose your favorite seat, outdoors is great. Keep your journal or paper 
tablet in the same spot..Sit and look around the room...breathe...begin to 

How are you feeling?...Sun up yet? Is it raining?...worried about something?... 
Bad mood... Good mood...write it out. Random is good...a speck of dust...a sound 

In a matter of days fear had lessened, my outlook was more positive and ener-
gy was remarkable. I added an additional activity... working in a coloring book! 
Really fun. Oh...sometimes I just stare out the window. It takes a lifetime to get 

I cannot begin to tell you how much this has changed up a very tense time for 
me. I have no doubt that we are all in the same boat… just different holes! LOL!
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“LARGE OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL”

We work with Homeowners, Renters, Estate Heirs, Business 
Owners, Real Estate Agents, Asset Management Companies.

 FREE ESTIMATES
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Our Services Include:
Meal Preparation • Transportation • Lt. Housekeeping

Personal Grooming & Dressing • Overnight Supervision • Companionship

LICENSED & BONDED INSURED

KEEPING SENIORS INDEPENDENT
101 Timberlane Drive ~ Bangor, PA

610-881-4500 or 610-588-6000

EOE

NCC to host hands-on Auto Skills Competition on May 9
By NCC

BETHLEHEM - What: NCC will be hosting local area high school technical students in a Skills 
USA Auto Skills competition on May 9. Students will be judged across a variety of subjects within 
the auto field including brake testing, engine diagnosis, electrical training, state inspection and more. 
Teams will receive tools from Matco tool company and gift items from Dorman Automotive Products. 
The winning team will be awarded NCC 
Foundation Scholarships. Please note 
that this event was originally scheduled 
for March, but due to weather, it was 
postponed until May 9.

Who: Students from Berks Career and 
Technology Center East, Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical School, Lehigh Career and Technical 
Institute, Middle Bucks Institute of Technology, Tunkhannock Area High School and Wallenpaupack 
Area High School will compete in the final round of the Auto competition for NCC Foundation Schol-
arships. 

When: Wednesday, May 9 from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Where: Commonwealth Hall Room 136, 3835 Green Pond Rd. Bethlehem, PA 18020 | Bethlehem 

Campus  
Why: Skills USA is a nationally recognized series of competition events which allows student of 

many disciplines to demonstrate what they have learned so far through their educational experience 
and see what more they need to know going forward. The demand for skilled auto technicians in 
our area continues to grow, and giving students the opportunity to test their knowledge in a real-life, 
practical setting provides experience they can take with them as they continue working towards their 
goals. There will be 6 stations of hands-on activities for students to complete, making for great photo 
and video opportunities.  


