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Earth Speaks VI Exhibition Winner Glenn Koehler

By Pocono Arts Council

TANNERSVILLE - Lehigh Valley artist wins photography award in Pocono Arts Council’s Earth
Speaks VI Exhibition

Lehigh Valley-based photographer Glenn Koehler has won the Photography Award in the Pocono
Arts Council’'s The Earth Speaks VI: A Juried Exhibition on the Environmental Crisis. The exhibit, orig-
inally slated to be displayed at Northampton Community College’s Monroe Campus in the Dunning Art
Gallery, has moved to a virtual platform at the Pocono Arts Council’s website. “The Earth Speaks is an
artist's means of capturing their concern regarding the climate crisis and how it is affects our planet,
as well as an opportunity to offer possible solutions,” the council said in a statement.

Koehler’s award-winning work, Biloxi, Two Years After Katrina, is part of a series spanning the days
immediately following Hurricane Katrina through the subsequent rebuilding of a home in the commu-
nity eighteen months later.

Koehler, then a senior at Saucon Valley High School, was deployed to Mississippi as part of a
search and rescue team just days following the storm. He spent a week and a half serving as part
of a ground crew going house-to-house in Waveland, MS, considered ‘ground zero’ of the hurricane.
Documenting the ravaged landscape along the way, Koehler’s work Old Glory, Hurricane Katrina from
this time period was also accepted into the exhibition.

Koehler’s award-winning photo depicts a barren landscape and a wind and storm surge-battered
McDonald’s sign just off the coast in Biloxi, Mississippi, nearly a year and a half following the dev-
astation of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Serving as part of a group rebuilding homes for residents, he
returned to the same areas, capturing the shocking amount of inaction and destruction still evident in
the communities long after the storm was gone.

“I'm honored to have my photography, especially some of my earliest work, recognized by the Po-
cono Arts Council,” Koehler said in a statement. “The incredible damage wrought by the hurricane
was heartening to see in person. Witnessing it, combined with the principles and ethics raised by my
fellow artists in The Earth Speaks, show that humanity has a long way to go towards achieving a sus-
tainable relationship and understanding our role with our planet.”

Koehler and his fellow award winners were invited to present and speak on their works virtually in a
program that can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Mzeaqgsl-4E. The Earth Speaks
VI exhibit is viewable online and selected works can be purchased at https://poconoarts.org/gallery/.
The exhibit was juried by Santa Bannon, the founder of the Pennsylvania Museum of Art & Design,
and the director of Santa Bannon Fine Art.
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Pennsylvania has received nearly $15 million in funding from the federal government to support FOR IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION + RESTAURANTS/BARS LIMITED
charitable food efforts during the pandemic. The funding will not only support the distribution of TO CARRY-OUT + DELIVERY
food through the state’s emergency food distribution network, but also ease the additional bur-
dens of transporting, storing and delivering products.

A list of Pennsylvania food banks sorted by county is available here
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/about/Ending-Hunger/Documents/Food%20Banks%20by%20county.pdf
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HOW TO MAKE A HOMEMADE NORTHAMPTON COUNTY COVID-19
MASK OUT OF FABRIC OR CLOTH SMALL BUSINESS EMERGENCY RELIEF

A — FUND
MATERIALS NEEDED: | Administered by the Rising Tide Community Loan Fund

# Fabric (100% cotton is most effective)
o Fabric tles

# Scissors

# Sewing machine or a needle and thread

Eligibility

Any business in Northampton County , which has been in
operation for at least one fiscal year and has 100
employees or less.

Application Fee
A $25 non-refundable fee made payable to the Rising
Tide Community Loan Fund

INSTRUCTIONS:

» Measure and cut two pleces of fabric In a rectangle
pattern to fit snugly around the face (size 12 inches by
6 inches is standard for adults)

Financing
Line of Credit amount: $3,000-%$15,000
Interest Rate: 0%

Term
12 month term: No payments due the first 11 months.
A balloon payment is due on the 12 month.

o Tightly sew both layers together on all edges
o Cut fabric ties to fit around the ears

¢ Sew the ties to the insides of the mask on the smaller

edge, repeat on both sides Collateral

Personal guarantee from ALL owners

o Resew the sides to ensure a tight seal between both

pieces of fabric and the earplece

Limited Funds available $250,000.

To apply or for more information, contact Chris Hudock at
484-893-1039 or chudock@caclv.org
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