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Debbie Pettinari
Agent

106 S. Broadway, Wind Gap, PA.18019
Business: 610-881-4433  Fax:  610-881-4432

Debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Please stop by and say,”Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your
needs for insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor
State Farm is there.©
CALL ME TODAY.

Hello,
neighbor!
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Carpet • Braided Rugs • Linoleum
Vinyl Tile • Ceramic Tile

Slate & Quarry Tile • Hardwood Floors
Laminate Flooring • Wallpaper

Custom Window Shades & Blinds

Lowell & Cheryl Grubb, Proprietors

509 William St., Pen Argyl  610-863-5741509 William St., Pen Argyl  509 William St., Pen Argyl  610-863-5741610-863-5741

Slate Belt Floor & Wall Covering

Hours: Mon-Wed 9-5; Thurs 9-8; Fri 9-5; Sat 9-2

Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times

A Poem from the 
Archives of Donald Jones

Easton Area High School College-bound Students 
Get Their Savings Matched By BB&T 
By Michael Ortoski

BETHLEHEM - Easton Area High School students in a special 
group working on overcoming the many obstacles lower-income 
students of color often face when thinking about their futures 
have a new tool for overcoming those obstacles. The Community 
Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley and Easton Area High 
School have partnered with BB&T to match savings accumulated 
by students through their part-time jobs. On Wednesday, April 
24, at noon, students lined up for the first time at BB&T’s branch 
at 741 South 25th Street in Wilson borough to open their ac-
counts. 

The news media is welcome to interview students as they wait 
in the teller line to open their accounts. Representatives from the 
partnering organizations will be present to provide details on the 
program, which was developed to reduce the wide disparity that 
exists between white students and their counterparts of color. One illustration of the breadth of the 
disparity is that 79% of white students in Northampton County take the Scholastic Aptitude Test that 
is so important for college admissions. According to research done by the Lehigh Valley Research 
Consortium for CACLV, 4% of African-American students and 8% of Latino students take the SAT.

In response to the stunning data in the Consortium’s report, “Justice for All: Challenging Wealth 
Disparity in the Lehigh Valley,” CACLV started Generation Next, a formalized program at Easton 
Area High School that works with inner-city students of color to help them understand how college 
works, how to pick a school, what to expect and more. The program takes students on a tour of re-
gional colleges and universities, including an overnight trip to Howard University in Washington, DC. 
Also included as part of the savings program is a series of sessions at which BB&T bankers teach 
financial literacy.

CACLV operates a wide range of programs designed to improve the quality of life for low-income 
people in the region. Those programs include the Second Harvest Food Bank, the Sixth Street 
Shelter, housing initiatives like homeownership counseling and foreclosure mitigation, rehab and 
new construction. The agency operates entrepreneurial programs that make loans and offer small 
business training. It also does extensive neighborhood revitalization work in downtown Allentown, 
south Bethlehem and the Slate Belt, ranging from façade improvements and creating pocket parks 
to planting trees and streetscaping. Only 20% of its budget comes from government funding, a pro-
portion without equal among more than 1,000 Community Action Agencies in the nation.

RAIN
The other day it rained and I got wet,

With no umbrella, it was my fault, and yet
It spoiled a lovely spring day.

With picnics planned and places to go
The rain didn’t help, but I know

Some are pleased to see the gardens grow.
Like most people, I complain 

Because of too much or too little rain.
We’d like it to rain when we 

have nothing planned
But how silly to think it would 

rain at our command.
We’re much better off to let

 nature work her plan
‘Cause in her own way she pleases every man.
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WATER GARDEN POND DIVISION
PREFORMED PONDS

PUMPS & POND LINERS
Large selection ready now ...
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WE HAVE COMPLETE 
LINE OF POND SUPPLIES
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YOUR 1-STOP GARDEN CENTER, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1929

OPEN HOUSE
�������������������� -
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY
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On All 
Nursery Stock

PERENNIALS (LARGE SELECTION)
1 GALLON CONTAINERS

PATIO 
GERANIUMS

Vegetable & Flowering Plants, Herbs, 
Strawberry, Rhubarb, Asparagus, 

Onion Sets, Potato Sets

Colored Cedar 
Bagged Mulch

(Red, Brown & Black) 

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

SINCE 1929Albanese
Garden Center & Greenhouse

Rt. 512, 260 E. Moorestown Rd., Wind Gap, PA
610-759-4699   www.albanesegardencenter.com
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2 cu. ft. Bags 3/$12

���
�

PROVEN WINNERS
 PATIO POTS

Flowering 10” 
Hanging Baskets 
(LARGE SELECTION)
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GARAGE DOOR TUNE-UPS
We will replace your:

Springs, Cables, Rollers & Sheaves
and make your Door Work Like New Again!

STARTING AT 

$126.00570-424-0953
cell: 570-460-4402

SPRING RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE
Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church

2445 Lake Minsi Drive, Bangor

Friday May 3rd 9am-5pm
Saturday May 4th 9am - 12pm

Questions 570-897-6601

There will be a BAG SALE on Saturday

Northampton County Approves $118,125 for land 
conservation in Upper Mt. Bethel
By Beckey Bartlett

EASTON - At the April 18, 2019 meeting, Northampton County Council approved an Environmen-
tal Services Assistance grant in the amount of $118,125 for land conservation on the Blue Mountain 
in Upper Mount Bethel Township. An open space program grant has been approved by the Upper 
Mount Bethel Township Supervisors, as a local match. A recommendation was provided to County 
Council to protect the County’s significant natural features by the Northampton County Open Space 
Advisory Board at their April 9, 2019 meeting. 

 “This acquisition is important to protecting not just open space, but wildlife habitat in Northamp-
ton County,” says Lamont McClure. “These types of purchases are vital to making sure our children 
and grandchildren have as much access to outdoor recreation as current generations.”

 The county grant will allow the Nature Conservancy to purchase a Conservation Easement on 
127-acres of wooded, very high conservation value of State and Regional significance on the Kit-
tatinny Ridge (Blue Mountain), owned by the Collura family. The property is within an Important Bird 
Habitat Tier identified by Audubon PA’s list of priority parcels for protection of the Kittatinny Ridge, a 
world-renowned migratory bird corridor and area of resilience to climate change. Within the Coun-
ty’s Natural Resources Plan, the conservation easement is within the Martins Jacoby Creek Water-
shed, a site of regional significance in the Natural Heritage Inventory for Lehigh and Northampton 
Counties (2013). 

 This conservation easement will allow the Nature Conservancy to maintain the forest canopy on 
the Kittatinny Ridge and connect to the adjacent Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge and the Ap-
palachian Trail, which provides a spring water source for trail hikers. Protecting the Collura property 
advances the conserving critical landscapes and promoting best management practice goals of the 
Commonwealth’s Lehigh Valley Greenways Conservation Landscape.       

 Under the Northampton County Livable Landscapes Program, the Environmental Services As-
sistance Grant allocates funds for land preservation within the County’s natural areas. The purpose 
of the program is to protect the County’s important natural features by assisting municipalities and 
non-profit organizations to acquire and restore permanently protected lands where resources are 
found. The Kittatinny Ridge is the last continuous forested ridge remaining in Pennsylvania, and 
Northampton County Open Space and Livable Landscapes program have demonstrated leadership 
in conserving this vital landscape since 2007. 

Northampton County Receives $2,671,939 in Grant Money
By Becky Bartlett 

EASTON - Lamont McClure 
announced that the County 
of Northampton has received 
$2,671,939 in allocations from the 
Office of Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) for the Fis-
cal Year 2019. These funds can 
be used for housing, community 
and economic development ac-
tivities and assistance for low-and-
moderate-income persons and 
special needs populations across 
the County. “CDGB money is a 
key factory in helping our citizens 
live a happier and healthier life in 
Northampton County,” says Lamont 
McClure. “Whether it is investing 
in affordable housing or combating 
blight, the CDGB funds from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development are desper-
ately needed and greatly appreci-
ated.” The funds are separated into 
$2,103,140 for Community Devel-

opment Block Grants (CDBG) and $568,799 for HOME Investment Partnerships. The County also 
has $10,043,700 in

available Section 108 borrowing authority. Section 108 loans are federally-guaranteed and can be 
used to leverage existing CDBG funding to access low-interest, long-term financing to invest in Op-
portunity Zones or other targeted areas.


