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Bangor Area School District — Home of the Slaters
187 Five Points Richmond Road - Bangor, PA  18013

Bangor Area School District
Slater Standout of the Month Award

Mr. Terry Nansteel 

March Professional Staff Award Recipient
Ms. Kelian Jones (Professional), has been employed with Bangor School District since 2005. She has been an English 
Language Arts teacher at Bangor Area Middle School for the past 17 years. For many reasons, we are pleased to announce 
Ms. Jones as the March Professional Staff Slater Standout. Ms. Jones demonstrates a positive and welcoming attitude that 
fosters a learning environment which emphasizes “excellence today, success tomorrow”.
On a daily basis, one can usually see Ms. Jones standing at her door cheerfully greeting her students. She does regular 
checkins with her students to guide them to be successful, not only in her room, but in other subjects too. She provides ample 
opportunities for students to demonstrate growth and show their potential on classwork and major assignments.
Student progress in her classes is due in part to all the time and dedication she puts into her lessons. She frequently consults 
with special education staff on the needs of students and what she can do to further support those students within her class 
and curriculum. Ms. Jones often welcomes her students in during her lunch period, so they have a place to feel welcome 
and safe. She commits herself to making her classroom a warm and welcoming environment where students are challenged 
academically and behaviorally. Ms. Jones listens to students wants and needs, and even notices the unspoken wants/needs 
of her students. She tries to help them build positive behavioral and academic habits. Ms. Jones dedicates a lot of time in 
and out of school to provide feedback to students and is constantly looking for ways to connect activities to the students’ 
background knowledge and interests.
Beyond her students, both co-teachers and support staff feel the same comfort and support when in her classroom. She is a 
great role model to other teachers and is always willing to help her colleagues by sharing materials or ideas. Her willingness 
to head various student clubs is what shows that she goes above and beyond for her school. She runs both the BAMS Stu-
dent Government Association and the Journalism Club. Ms. Jones also recently helped cultivate future teachers by hosting 
a student teacher and participated in many of the discipline meetings to review and revise our policies. Ms. Jones is a team 
player who shares new ideas with colleagues, took on center-based learning in full force, and has shared her successes and 
failures with colleagues to better herself and other teachers. One can regularly see Ms. Jones staying after the school day 
ends, to make sure that she is giving her students 100% each day. Ms. Jones makes herself available for those that need her, 
both students and staff. Finally, if you need a quick pick-me-up, all you have to do is visit her because her bubbly personality 
is infectious.

March Support Staff Award Recipient
 
We would like to recognize the support staff employee excellence recipient for the month of March, Mr. Terry Nansteel. Terry 
has been a member of the Bangor Area School District maintenance department for five years, having worked in all buildings 
of the district. During this time, Terry has earned the reputation of being a leader within the Maintenance Department.
Terry is very motivated to ensure the successful completion of any situation. He is a team player within his department and is 
someone others can rely upon for any maintenance task. He is always willing to assist the staff with the needs of the building 
while also fulfilling his own assigned responsibilities in an outstanding manner. 
 While doing so, Terry pays great attention to the details, and is the guy who you want if any maintenance emergency oc-
curs. He goes above and beyond to work with each building to ensure that the physical structure and all its systems function 
properly throughout the day while addressing any unforeseen issues quickly and professionally. Terry is a problem solver, and 
has directly helped all departments, including custodial, with addressing any issues that arise. All of these attributes allow our 
great teachers like, Ms. Jones (above), educate our students in a safe supportive environment. Each day, Terry demonstrates 
a positive and welcoming attitude fostering an environment which emphasizes “excellence today, success tomorrow.”
 He is very humble, never seeking recognition, but his work ethic and dependability is synonymous with his reputation. Terry 
never complains regardless of task asked of him but rather happily accepts the job assigned. He is an outstanding employee 
who completes his role with excellence and pride and is a true asset to the department.

Ms. Kelian Jones  
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MK Mark M. Kukla
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

40 S. Broadway Wind Gap Pa. 18091
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KKKK
Our NEW Location!

610.863.7776 Columbia Self Storage
1059 Pennsylvania Ave., Pen Argyl, PA (610) 991-7224

Ed’s Auto & Tire
1109 Blue Valley Dr. (Rt. 512), Pen Argyl Pa.

WE FINANCE !!!EVERYONE ISAPPROVED !!!WARRANTY !!!

We Buy
Junk Vehicles
Paying Cash
FREE Pick Up

570-369-2577

Farm Jublie at East 
Bangor Park
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Friends of Minsi Like Visits New State 
Rep. Ann Flood
By Michael Ortoski / Co-Chair Friends of Minsi Lake

SLATE BELT - .Co-Chairs of Friends of Minsi Lake Michael Ortoski and  
John Mauser paid a visit to the new State Rep. for the district, Ann Flood. 
We wanted to share with her all the new improvements at the lake and all 
the improvements that will come as we move into phase II.

Mauser showed her a slide show of the lake as a dry bed with all the fish 
habitat structures you cant see and then all the improvements such as, fish-
ing docks, boat docks, kayak, paddle boat and canoe launches. 

We told her the great partnership we have with Northampton County, Pa. 
Fish and Boat and the Audubon Society who has helped us raise three 
purple martin towers and numerous bird boxes for may specious of birds.

We presented Flood with a photo of the lake called “Welcome to a new 
dawn at Minsi Lake” from our photo exhibit show we had last week. Photog-
rapher Lisa Newberry had 16 framed photos and a slide show of about 75 
other lake photos in all four seasons on display.

L-R Mike Ortoski, Co-Chair from Friends of Minsi, Rep. Ann Flood, John 
Mauser Co-Chair from Friends of Minsi

‘Celebration Of Life’ In Honor of Jim Comunale
By Michael Ortoski

UMBT - A ‘Celebration Of Life’ was held at the beautiful 
Chelsea Sun Inn this past Saturday in honor of Jim Comu-
nale who past away in January of 2022.

He and his wife Desire owned the Comunale Meat Mar-
ket restaurant at the upper Mt. 
Bethel Plaza owned by the Co-
munale family. He is also sur-
vived by their two sons Domi-
nic and James.

All four of them had worked 
at their restaurant/gun and an-
tique shop together as a family.  
Unfortunately Desire decided 
to close the business because 
of personal reasons.

The event attracted a lot 
people (over 200) who new Jim 
and his family as well as their 
large family.  

John Birmingham from UMBT dressed in his engineer garb 
took people on trolly rides around the property, driving was 
James Howard co-owner of Chelsea Sun Inn.

Tricky Trays, 50/50’s, Comunale T shirts were all to raise 
money for Jim’s two sons Dominic and James as a education 
fund. 

Their was live music all day, local winery and Mt. Bethel 
Beverage selling Beer owned by Jim’s sister Mary Joe and 
her husband Sam Crafty.  

Continued on page 5
L-R James Comunale, Desire Comunale (mother), Dominic Comunale


