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bluevalleytimes.com
FREE access to 24-7 

Your local informational website 

Have you logged on....

Tittles offers Rollback/Wrecker and Emergency Rd 
service. Towing in Saylorsburg PA, and surrounding 

areas, also long distance. 

7304 Mount Eaton Rd
Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania

(570) 992-6772

7304 Mount Eaton Rd

Affordable when you need it most!

Terry Teel, 
Broker

570-897-7325  
teel@epix.net

2418 N. Delaware 
Drive, Mt. Bethel, 

PA 18343
www.teelrealty.com

Dyle E. Bray – VFW Post 739
202 Washington Blvd, Bangor PA • 610-588-5555
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Portland High School Alumni Scholarship Fund Gets $400.000.00 Donation
By Walter Emery

BA�
first clas�
graduated from the school on the hill.  Following the high school’s closure, the school served elementary school students from Portland and 
parts of Upper Mount Bethel Townships until finally closing in 1969.

The �
school’s Alumni Association. Even after the closing of the school the Alumni Association continued to gather annually until the late 1990’s.  
Beginning in 1964 the Alumni Association established a scholarship fund to provide for an award to a former Portland School student when 
he or she graduated from Bangor Area High School.  The first award of $40 was presented to a member of the Class of 1965, and has 
continued every year since.  After Portland School closed in 1969 the award was presented to a student residing in the former service of 
the school, namely the Borough of Portland and Upper Mount Bethel Township.  Many alumni contributed to this fund, especially Mrs. Sadie 
Wise Stauffer, Class of 1923, who matched many of the early donations and left a legacy in her will.  This fund grew to a total of $35,000, 
the interest of which still supplies the award.

Continued on page 2

Kirkridge Welcomes 
Their New Associate 
Director
By Jean Richardson - Executive Direc-
tor - Kirkridge Retreat 
BANGOR - We are happy to welcome 
Justine Johnson as our new Associ-
ate Director to Kirkridge. Justine offers 
experience in hospitality and opera-
tions management, volunteer facilita-
tion, partnership creation and program 
development. Justine returned two 
months ago from a year in Viet Nam 
where she worked as an International 
Collaboration Officer with Tra Vinh 
University. We are delighted to wel-
come her to the staff at Kirkridge. 

Continued on page 2

Totts Gap Arts Fair and Muse
By Michael Ortoski / Totts Gap Arts Chair
BANGOR - Totts Gap Arts (TGAI) co-founders Jim and Ange-
line Gloria held their annual ‘Arts Fair’ on Sunday to a very well 
attended event despite the rain.
For the first time in 5 years the festivities were held inside and 
not under their ‘Big Tent’.  But everything ran smooth and the 
show went on.
Over 300 works of art were on display throughout the art cen-
ter from the surrounding schools of all ages.  The judging was 
done earlier in the week and awards were given out in between 
dance routines in the dance room.
Every Student who entered their art work left with a bag full of 
art supplies and goodies.
Set up in the art room were 5 venders who brought their craft 
work for sho and sale.

Continued on page 8 & 9

Muse Photo by Lois Silver’s photos
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Blue Valley Farm Show

Featuring.....
• Homemade Cream Chipped Beef
• Homefries with or without onions

Scrambled Eggs ~ Kielbasa ~ French Toast
Scrapple ~ Pork Sausage ~ Ham

Turkey Sausage ~ Pancakes

Desserts - Cakes - Donuts - Shoe-fly Pie - Puddings
Orange Juice Fountain - Coffee - Tea - Hot Chocolate

Farm Show Auditorium
Off Rt. 512 between Bangor & Pen Argyl

May 19th
7:30am-12:30pm

Adults -$10
Kids over 6 - $5
Under 6 - FREE

CUONO’S BARBER / STYLIST
John Cuono, Proprietor

Full Service Hairstyling, Hair Cuts $12.00 
Tues. - Fri. 8am - 6pm, Sat. - 8am - 2pm

Call for details 610-863-6547
26 W. Main St., Pen Argyl, Pa

‘We Make House Calls’
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

CEDAR MULCHES 
���������������������������������

ALL FLOWERING TREES, SHRUBS & EVERGREENS
������������������������������������������

SALE - 10% OFF

MOTHER’S DAY SALE

Give Mom a Beautiful Hanging Basket

Come visit our SELF-SERVICE GREENHOUSE
ALL ON 
SALE

BEAUTIFUL GERANIUMS, PATIO PLANTERS & 
LARGE PATIO TOMATOES 

Sale 10” $16.95 2/$30.00
COCO LINER BASKET 12” ON SALE

YOUR 1-STOP GARDEN CENTER, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1929
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

SINCE 1929Albanese
Garden Center & Greenhouse

Rt. 512, 260 E. Moorestown Rd., Wind Gap, PA
610-759-4699   www.albanesegardencenter.com

Open Sunday 
10-4

Organtic Potting Soils, Fertilizer & Sprays Available

Tropical 

Patio Banana & 

Canna

Concrete Fountains, Bird 
Baths, Lawn Ornaments & 

Concrete Planters
WATER GARDEN POND DIVISION

POND ECOSYSTEMS
PUMPS & POND LINERS

WE HAVE COMPLETE 

Large selection ready now ...
���������������������������
������������������������

������������������������������������

Nice New
Selection

������������������
Snails & 

TadpolesLINE OF POND SUPPLIES

Tropical 
Hibiscus & 

Manderville Vines 
Have Arrived

SALE 
ON

Vegetables,

Bedding Plants,

Herbs, Pansies,

Strawberries,

Onion Sets

HARDY AZALEAS IN BLOOM  SALE 25% OFF
POTTED ROSE BUSHES

(IN BLOOM & BUD) SALE 10% OFF

Portland High School Alumni Scholarship
Continued from page 1

After many years of independence the Portland High School Alumni Scholarship Fund was brought 
under the umbrella of the Bangor Area Education Foundation in 2016.  Soon thereafter the Fund was 
informed of a legacy from a former Portland School alumnus.  Michael Moreken, of Drexel Hill, Penn-
sylvania, a former resident of Portland, named the Scholarship Fund in his will.  While Moreken did 
not graduate from Portland High School, he did graduate from Portland Elementary School in 1948.  
His will provided the Scholarship Fund with just under $400,000, which the Foundation has invested 
to provide a lasting scholarship in the name of Portland High School.  Beginning this year, a gradu-
ating senior from Bangor Area High School will receive a scholarship of $4000, renewable for four 

years, for a total of $16,000.  In 
addition the original award given 
to a resident of Portland or Upper 
Mount Bethel will be continued 
annually with a one-time payment 
of $1000. 

 Applications for both were 
made available in the Bangor Area 
High School Guidance Office, and 
were due by April 30. Collectivley 
43 applications were turned into 
the School.

Kirkridge
Continued from page 1

She and her husband Joe Germick will be living at Kirkridge in Quietways.
Letter from Justine Johnson

Hello! I’ve officially been here two weeks and I’m already smitten! Originally from Wisconsin, I’ve 
had the privilege of being able to serve many non-profit organizations and universities in the United 
States and abroad. I have a stretch of diverse work and life experiences, mostly based in social jus-
tice and equity and I cannot wait to share with you as that continues at Kirkridge. 

My first week has been full of walking the land, connecting with staff and community members, and 
learning the history while looking ahead to what the future holds. It’s a daunting task to be in a special 
place that people hold dear! To make sure I take in each deep breath, rejoice in each new relationship 
made, and honor those who have created and continue to create a meaningful space and place here 
on the mountain. Very practically, I am also working on remembering where the water pump at Nelson 
Lodge is or how the tricky door at the Farmhouse works! I’ve had memorable experiences so far and 
I’m very much looking forward to making more and more. 

I’m grateful to be here and look onward. One of my first tasks is to archive documents of the last 25 
years. This will give me a deep-dive in to Kirkridge’s most recent history. From there, I hope to look at 
how Kirkridge can continue to strengthen relationships and create and sustain new connections. I’m 
also hoping to be present and hold space for people here, get out on the trails and encourage others 
to do so, and learn from those who are transformed through the thin spaces created by Kirkridge’s 
natural spaces, intentional communities, and uniquely crafted buildings.

 As I learn my role, I would love to hear from you. Please do not hesitate to reach out, share, and 
think big with me! If you’d like to see Kirkridge through my lens, please follow us on Facebook or Ins-
tagram as I share my ‘firsts’! 

All my best, from the mountain,
Justine Johnson
P.S--A great time to join me at Kirkridge would be the “Holding and Loving the Mountain: A Volunteer 

Work Retreat” from May 13-16. I hope to see you there! 


