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OIL CHANGE SPECIAL $19.95
5 Qt. Regular Oil And Filter

610- 881- 4114

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL $19.95
245 E. Main St. Pen Argyl

WE NOW DO 
Safety And Emmissions Inspections

Tire Rotation Only $10.00
Transmission Service $99.99

Coolant Flush W/ Thermostat $110.99
Prices are for most cars & trucks

Rob’s Auto Repair

E N R O L L  
N O W !

Lead. Create. Inspire
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FUSIA DANCE CENTER

New families can bring this flyer for $15 off your first month's tuition! 

Join FuSia Dance Center in their 8th 
season of dancing! FuSia's positive 
learning environment and nurturing 

staff provide dance education to 
both recreational & pre- 

professional students! With over 100 
classes to chose from including 

acro, ballet, creative dance, 
contemporary, dance basics, hip 
hop, jazz, jumps & turns, modern, 
mommy & me, and tap, there is 
truly something for everyone!

New Funding Supports Families, Small Businesses, 
Nursing Homes, First Responders and More
By Senator Scavello

PEN ARGYL - Last week, the General Assembly approved a bipartisan package of bills to deliver 
funding to families and organizations impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, including small busi-
nesses, nursing homes, first responders and affected employees. The funding comes from a portion 
of Pennsylvania’s share of money from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act.

Approximately two-thirds of all COVID-19 deaths in the state have been residents of nursing homes 
and other long-term living facilities. More than $690 million in the package is dedicated to increased 
testing, infection control, personal protective equipment and other measures to support residents and 
staff.

An additional $225 million is directed to help small business recover from the damages caused by 
the pandemic and the governor’s shutdown orders. A portion of new funding directed to counties can 
be used for small business assistance as well.

The CARES package also provides important assistance to low- and middle–income families by 
investing $175 million through the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to provide rent and mort-
gage assistance. The program would provide monthly mortgage assistance, up to $1,000, and rent 
assistance, up to $750, to those who lost their job or experienced a 30 percent or more loss in pay as 
a result of the coronavirus.

In addition, a new $50 million COVID-19 Crisis Fire Company and Emergency Medical Services 
Grant Program would be created to provide grants to all companies that received funding through the 
Fire Company Grant Program and Emergency Medical Services Grant Program in January. Compa-
nies that received a grant will automatically receive the additional money, while companies that did 
not receive a grant will need to submit an application to the Pennsylvania Emergency Management 
Agency.

Senate leaders offered more information on these and other programs funded by the CARES Act at 
a news conference last week.

Northampton County to Receive Block Grants From 
State’s Budget
By Michael Ortoski

EASTON - Northampton County thanks Governor Wolf 
and the Pennsylvania Legislature for providing us with the 
ability to relieve some of the pain our small businesses and 
municipalities are and will be experiencing due to the global 
pandemic caused by the Coronavirus. We’d specifically like 
to thank Sen. Lisa Boscola and Sen. Mario Scavello for their 
work on this vital legislation as we begin to help our small 
businesses recover and try to help municipalities with unmet needs due to revenue shortfalls.”

Northampton County is slated to receive $27,631,662.79 in block grants from the State budget to 
help address the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. The funding will assist the county with 
the cost of purchasing personal protective equipment, help local governments and provide grants to 
small businesses. 
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Ken 
Field

Owner of Slate 
Belt Energy 

Services

Ken Field is the owner of Field’s 
Service, Inc. and Slate Belt Energy 
Services. He has over 40 years of 

experience in heating, air conditioning 
and is certificated by RESNET and BPI 

in various areas of energy conservation. 
He can be reached at 610-599-8832 

or at www.SlateBeltEnergy.com   

Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times
The Hidden Cost of Cheap

There are many brands of central air con-
ditioners on the market and many levels of 

quality within each brand. There is always one 
level of quality I suggest avoiding and that is 

the entry level model. Every manufacturer has 
to compete with every other and most times 
the price they show to attract a customer’s 

attention is for the base model. In an air 
conditioner the base model is actually not a 
good value because it is missing a couple 

protective devices that can help protect the 
system if something goes wrong. They are 
designed to be as minimal as possible in 

every aspect. They have less screws holding 
them together, less quality on every part 
inside. That is why the warranty on these 

systems is short too. Most parts will have a 
one year warranty and the compressor will 
have a 5 year warranty. The quality of this 

particular model in any brand does not reflect 
on the manufacturer though because they are 
providing what some customers want. Where I 
see the biggest problem is when builders use 
this model and then a homeowner has to take 
over after the house is built and attempt to get 
more than 8 years or so out of these models. 

I’m not suggesting that the homeowners 
would have opted for a more expensive model 
but they should have had it offered to them in 
case they knew the information I am sharing 
today. The second level models are really the 
first that should be considered and only if the 
budget means everything at the moment and 
long life is not important. The real value point 
is probably the third step up from the bottom. 
The warranty will be much better, the quality 
will be noticeably better, and the system will 
probably purr for 20 years without and major 

cost to the owner if it is installed correctly. 
If you break it down by cost of ownership 

you may find that the budget system could 
cost much more than the value system even 

though the installed cost was 1/3 less. A 
$7000 system that lasts 18 years has an 

annual cost of $466/year. A $5000 system that 
lasts 9 years has an annual cost of $555/year. 
In addition to the better quality, the efficiency 

is always better because of more copper 
and aluminum for heat transfer. If it is a heat 

pump, the difference could be $10/month sav-
ings in operating cost at least. 

Don’t just look at the bottom line and don’t 
choose by brand without checking on the 

model you are getting.     

It’s easy to save some 
extra cash when you 
bundle all your insurance 
needs with Progressive. 
Plus, enjoy other discounts 
like multi-policy, safe driver, 
and more. Stop in or call 
a local agent for a free 
quote today.

SABATINO INS AGENCY
17 S ROBINSON AVE
PEN ARGYL, PA 18072

610-863-6033
robin@sabatinoins.com

Home insurance is provided and serviced by American Strategic Insurance Corp. and its affiliates. This insurer is not affiliated with Progressive 
and is solely resonsible for claims. Not available in all states. Other insurance provided by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates, Mayfield 
Village, Ohio, and Progressive County Mutual Ins. Co., Austin, Texas. Discounts not available in all states or situations.

WWW.GINDERGREENHOUSE.COM          LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

558 Lake Minsi Drive 
Bangor, PA 18013

610-588-0222

Check Out Our Facebook Page & Website For Specials

FLOWERS - VEGGIES
SUPERFOOD 

BERRY BUSHES
FRUIT TREES - LOCAL 

HONEY & JAMS
POLY LAWN FURNITURE

SUMMER HOURS
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10AM-3PM,
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 9AM-3PM

CLOSED: MON-TUES-WED

RUN WITH A
GATOR™ XUV835M

$500OFF 1

AND 0% APR FOR
48 MONTHS2

• Three-person cockpit

• Power steering

• Optional cab with heat and A/C

RUN WITH A
GATOR™ XUV590M

$300OFF 1

AND 0% APR FOR 48 MONTHS2

• Four wheel independent suspension

• Quiet and comfortable
operator station 

1 Offer valid for $500 off on all New John Deere Full Size Gator Utility Vehicles and $300 off on all new John Deere Mid Size Gator Utility Vehicles 
purchased from a participating John Deere dealer between 1 May 2020 to 6 July 2020. Some restrictions apply, prices and models may vary by dealer. 
This can be combined with the regular installment options. Prices and savings are in U.S. dollars.
2 Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 01 May 2020 to 06 July 2020. Subject to approved credit on a Revolving Plan account, a service of 
John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For consumer use only. No down payment required. Introductory rate of 0% APR is for 48 months only, regular Revolving 
Plan rates will apply after that. The regular Revolving Plan rate, which varies over time, is currently 18.25% APR. Available at participating U.S. dealers. 
Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offers available on new equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.
Before operating or riding, always refer to the safety and operating information on the vehicle and in the operator’s manual.
John Deere, the leaping deer symbol, and green and yellow trade dress are trademarks of Deere & Company.

BANGOR, PA
158 Falcone Rd.  |  (610) 588-4088

HilltopSales.com

An Update on Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance
By Rep. Joe Emrick

NAZARETH - Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
claimants will now be receiving their PUA and federal pandemic 
unemployment compensation payments via paper checks for the 
foreseeable future as an added 
precaution.

The Notice of Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance Filed 
was mailed to all PUA claimants 
due to the Department of Labor 
and Industry’s recent discovery 
of attempts by scammers to ap-
ply for PUA using others’ per-
sonal information.

It is important to note that no 
UC data was breached – the 
scam involves stolen identities 
from other sources. Visit the department’s website for more infor-
mation http://links.pahousenews.com/q/RfbXXhLn5dfL8QPUuGS7
pL1uMrd8dscUdbeaFbP0HeIzPfDo3ADDpp12_vhw.

Tittles offers Rollback/Wrecker and Emergency Rd 
service. Towing in Saylorsburg PA, and surrounding 

areas, also long distance. 

7304 Mount Eaton Rd
Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania

(570) 992-6772

7304 Mount Eaton Rd

Affordable when you need it most!

INSTANT REPLAY 
SPORTING GOODS

31 W. 1st Street, Wind Gap
610-863-4600

instrep31@gmail.com

MT. BETHEL TRUE VALUE
2165 MT BETHEL HWY. MT. BETHEL, PA 18343

570-897-(NUTS)-6887


