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A Poem from the Archives of Donald Jones
Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times

OVERWORKED
Fantastic is not a new word to you and me,
But lately it has been used too frequently.
If an eclipse is a “fantastic” show,
Should a great song be “fantastic” also?
This word is so overworked in our quest
To describe something that we like best
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Slate Belt Floor & Wall Covering
509 William St., Pen Argyl 610-863-5741

Carpet • Braided Rugs • Linoleum
Vinyl Tile • Ceramic Tile
Slate & Quarry Tile • Hardwood Floors
Laminate Flooring • Wallpaper
Custom Window Shades & Blinds
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Hours: Mon-Wed 9-5; Thurs 9-8; Fri 9-5; Sat 9-2

Lowell & Cheryl Grubb, Proprietors

We would better off to take this advice
And just simply say “Isn’t it nice?”

Hello,
neighbor!
Debbie Pettinari
Agent

Please stop by and say,”Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your
needs for insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor
State Farm is there.©

CALL ME TODAY.

Hon. Leonard N. Zito

106 S. Broadway, Wind Gap, PA.18019
Business: 610-881-4433 Fax: 610-881-4432
Debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com

Judge: Court of Common Pleas Northampton County (Ret.)
Wills - Estate Planning - Legal Documents – Transactions - Counselling
Civil and Criminal Court Practice
641 Market Street
Bangor, PA 18013
610-588-0700
610-691-7900

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

WITH US, IT’S PERSONAL
Helping you reach your real estate goals throughout the Slate Belt,
Lehigh Valley and the Poconos Mountains in Northeastern Pennsylvania
First-Time Homebuyers

Commercial

Residential

We know that the whole process
can be intimidating- but not to worry, we have worked with hundreds
of first-timers. We have the skills
and materials to make the process
simple and straight-forward

Whether you are just starting out or
expanding your company, we are
here to help you find the perfect
space. Not sure where to start? Let
us know what is important to you,
and we will take it from there.

Upgrading, down-sizing, or simply
ready for a change, we have access
to every house listed by a Realtor
throughout both the Lehigh Valley and
the Pocono Mountains.

Selling made easy.
Here at Teel Realty we do the work so you don’t have to. We take pride in our two decades of helping the public buy and
sell their homes. With the ability market your home, professionally negotiate on your behalf, and guide your through the
transition of selling your home, we are confident in our ability to provide you with the best service in the business.

Your Hometown Real Estate Team

Teel Realty

2418 N. Delaware Drive, Mt. Bethel PA 18343
Phone: 570-897-7325 Fax: 570-897-7303
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NPS Seeks Public Comment on Watergate
Wetlands Restoration Project
7:30am - 7:30pm

NEW BULBS!
($60 +tax) BUY 1 MONTH GET 1 WEEK FREE
($108 +tax) BUY 2 MONTH GET 2 WEEK FREE
($135 +tax) BUY 3 MONTH GET 3 WEEK FREE

By Kathy Sandt
BUSHKILL - Delaware Water
Gap National Recreation Area is
seeking public input on an Environmental Assessment (EA) for
the Watergate Wetlands Restoration Project. The park proposes to
restore wetlands, floodplains, and
streams at the Watergate Recreation Site in Warren County, New
Jersey by removing man-made
dams and ponds, creating a wetland meadow complex in their
place, and reestablishing the connection between Van Campens
Brook and its floodplain.
The construction of the Susquehanna-Roseland
Transmission
Line in 2013 and 2014 by Public Service Electric & Gas (PSE&G) and PPL Electric Utilities (PPL)
negatively impacted wetlands within the park. Federal policy requires that there be “no net loss” of
wetlands. As such, the National Park Service (NPS) required that the power companies provide funding for the restoration an equal amount to that which was lost— 33 “credit acres” of wetlands. A credit
acre includes not just the restoration of wetlands themselves but also the restoration of other parts of
the ecosystem that support wetlands—in this case, the restoration of a stream, its floodplain, and native vegetation.
The project area has been highly modified by previous landowners and by the NPS. It includes
several artificial ponds, a large mowed and maintained lawn area, and a highly altered stream channel. The wetlands restoration project would remove the man-made features and restore the natural
topography and flow of water onsite.
Watergate Recreation Site was directly impacted by the transmission line and receives only 6%
of the visitation of the park’s six fee sites. This project would remove some of the site’s recreation
features, such as the picnic area and lawn, but the parking lot and restroom facilities would remain.
Birdwatching at the site would greatly improve following the restoration of wetlands. The restoration of
Van Campens Brook would improve cold-water angling quality and opportunities, although open-water
angling would cease with the removal of the ponds.
If the NPS decides to move forward with the project, construction would begin in early 2021 and be
completed by early- to mid-2022. During that time, the project area (including the parking lot at Watergate Recreation Site) would be closed to the public. Minor, short-term (approximately 15 minutes)
single- or double-lane closures on Old Mine Road from Millbrook Village to the southern end of the
project area would be needed for two to six weeks in spring 2021 to allow for safe operation of equipment along the road. Millbrook Village would remain open for the duration of construction.
The NPS is seeking public comment on the proposal, including any changes or alternatives that
would help the NPS better meet the required 33 credit acres of wetlands restoration, and any changes
or improvements needed to the analysis in the EA.
The EA is available at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/WatergateWetlandsRestoration for a 30-day
public review and comment period beginning on June 2 and ending on July 1, 2020. Comments can
be made directly through that website. For those without internet access, hard copies can be obtained
by calling the park at (570) 588-7235 and comments may be provided by postal mail sent to: Watergate
Restoration Project Team, 1978 River Road, Bushkill, PA 18324.

INSTANT REPLAY
SPORTING GOODS

31 W. 1st Street, Wind Gap
610-863-4600
instrep31@gmail.com

