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Aerial Spraying For Black Flies (Biting Gnats)

ByBecky Bartlett

EASTON - On Wednesday, July 13, 2022 the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) will conduct an aerial spraying
for black flies (biting gnats) in Northampton and
Bucks County along the Delaware River, Lehigh
River and Neshaminey Creek. The Lehigh River
will be treated at the mouth of the Delaware and
Glendon and will proceed upstream to Walnutport
near Lehighton. The spraying is scheduled to be-
gin at 8:00AM.

The aerial spraying will utilize a helicopter to
apply Vectobac 12AS (also known as B.t.i.). The
helicopter used for this operation will be a Bell 206
Long Ranger helicopter, tail # N660HA and is gray
with blue stripes. The aircraft is operated by Heli-
copter Applicators, Inc.

Vectobac 12AS is manufactured by Valent Bio-
sciences. It is a thick brown liquid resembling chocolate milk and has a fish odor to it. The B.t.i. ma-
terial is a naturally occurring bacteria (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis) which kills the immature, or
larval, form of the black fly when they feed on it in the waterways. B.t.i. is not toxic to fish or other
macroinvertebrates found in the treated waterways and it degrades quickly in the environment.

This work does NOT involve a helicopter spraying over the entire county. This work is targeted to
portions of specifically mentioned waterways. The helicopter will apply B.t.i. to designated areas every
few miles along the treated waterways. Application is done by first circling the area to look for people
on the ground or obstructions in the air. Then, the helicopter will fly perpendicular to the water flow
(whenever possible), and apply the B.t.i.

Black flies are considered a pest which can inundate people seeking outdoor recreation in the
warmer months, especially around rivers and streams.
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3013 North Delaware Dr.

Mt. Bethel, PA 18343
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ABE_Laboratories, RLC

The Lehigh Valley’s only locally owned
state certified water testing laboratory for over 40 years

KEEP YOUR FAMILY’S WATER SAFE!
DO YOU HAVE:

610-837-7721
7596-B BETH-BATH PIKE, ROUTE 512, BATH, PA 18014
ABE-LABS.COM

Bring in this ad for $15 off any residential
safe water bundle (restrictions apply)!

Hello,

neighbor!

Debbie Pettinari Please stop by and say,”Hi!”
Agent I’'m looking forward to serving your
needs for insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor
State Farm is there.©

CALL ME TODAY.

106 S. Broadway, Wind Gap, PA.18019
Business: 610-881-4433 Fax: 610-881-4432
Debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Our trained caregivers Because There S

are responsible for

providing clients with No Place lee
the best in home care

to make your day to Home

day life as simple as

possible. Call us today

and find out what we NI

cn dO to help you. Fioepa, Setiors Didepejent :
LICENSED & BONDED INSURED o™

Our Services Include:
Meal Preparation ¢ Transportation ¢ Lt. Housekeeping
Personal Grooming & Dressing * Overnight Supervision * Companionship

KEEPING SENIORS INDEPENDENT
104 TimberlaneiDrive = Bangaer PA
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