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New State Funding Puts East Stroudsburg In The Driver’s Seat
By State Rep. Tarah Probst

I am proud to share that the East Stroudsburg Area School District has 
been awarded a $38,750 state grant through PennDOT’s School Bus 
Safety Grant Program to help recruit and train new school bus drivers.

The grant is part of a statewide investment of more than $1.1 million 
announced by the Shapiro administration to help schools and transporta-
tion providers across Pennsylvania train more than 430 new school bus 
drivers. East Stroudsburg Area School District will use the funding to sup-
port driver recruitment and training costs, including commercial driver’s li-
cense training, trainee wages, and testing and permit fees, helping ensure 
students have safe and dependable transportation to and from school.

“As a school district, we recognize that transportation is one of the few 
departments that impacts each of our families,” said Dr. Maggie Vitale, 
superintendent of East Stroudsburg Area School District. “It is always our 
goal to improve our services in this area. We understand the importance as an educational entity that one way we can 
do this is through strong professional learning. The East Stroudsburg Area School District is honored to be awarded this 
grant by the PA Department of Transportation to continue to grow our School Bus Transportation Training and Safety 
Learning Center. We remain committed to the personal and professional growth of our employees so that we can offer 
stronger services to our families.”

I made a commitment to bring competitive state grant funding back to our communities and invest it where it belongs, 
in our public schools, municipalities, and nonprofit organizations, not private corporations.

The School Bus Safety Grant Program is administered by PennDOT and supports initiatives that improve school 
bus safety across the commonwealth. For more information, visit the program’s website https://www.pa.gov/services/
penndot/apply-for-the-automated-school-bus-enforcement-grant-program.

State Police Recruiting Trooper Applicants
By State Rep. Tarah Probst

If you’re looking for a career in law enforcement, the Pennsylvania State 
Police is accepting applications for the current cadet hiring cycle through 
July 31.

Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED, a valid driver’s li-
cense, and be at least 20 years old at the time of application. Cadet training 
lasts approximately 28 weeks, and graduates are promoted to the rank of 
state trooper upon completing the academy.

To learn more about eligibility requirements, benefits, and the application 
process, visit PATrooper.com.

New Online Resource For Families Supporting Loved Ones With 
Substance Use Disorder
By State Rep. Tarah Probst

The Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs has launched Caregiver Connection, a free online 
resource designed to support parents, grandparents, siblings, and others caring for a loved one with substance use 
disorder.

The website serves as a one-stop hub where families can find local and virtual support groups, connect with others 
who understand their experiences, locate their county drug and alcohol office, learn where to obtain free Narcan, and 
access additional resources to help navigate a loved one’s treatment and recovery.

Caregiver Connection builds on DDAP’s existing Family Learning Series, which offers educational modules on un-
derstanding substance use disorder, treatment and recovery, setting healthy boundaries, supporting children affected 
by addiction, and accessing available services.

To learn more or access these free resources, visit Caregiver Connection  https://caregiverconnectionpa.org/.


