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Homeownership 201
| have often thought about giving a
seminar on homeownership. It sounds
like something that is mostly unneces-
sary but | could go on for days about
the things that homeowners do NOT
understand about the way things work
in their homes. You don’t need to be an
electrician to understand electricity and
you don’t need to be a heating techni-
cian to understand how a heating system
works. Most homeowners don’t need any
more than the basic information but don’t
even have that. Things like where is the
main circuit breaker panel and what is a
circuit breaker. Where is the main water
shutoff valve for the house and how
is it used. Where is the air filter for the
furnace and/or air conditioner and how
do you replace it. A basic operational
explanation of the way these systems
work and some awareness of how a ho-
meowner can help themselves at a time
when something isn’t working seems like
an appropriate agenda. Then they can
react with purpose and not out of pure
panic. When a customer calls with no
heat we ask some questions about their
system so that we can possibly avert a
service visit and save them some money.
Some are more than willing to make the
observations we ask for and check the
things that are really their responsibility.
Others don’t want any part of it and just
want someone out to fix it. If | had a dol-
lar for every emergency switch | talked a
customer through checking and turning
on in the basement stairway, | wouldn’t
need to write this article every week to
pay my advertising bill. If | had 5 dollars
for every customer who didn’t even know
this switch existed, | wouldn’t need to
advertise at all because I'd be retired and
on a beach in Honolulu. Many people
are not comfortable changing their air
filters or doing other small tasks that | put
inside the homeowner responsibility bub-
ble and we are in business to do things
like that. | couldn’t afford to pay someone
to fix every small thing that goes wrong
in my home and | try to help others with
information as much as possible.
| wouldn’t call the seminar ‘homeowner-
ship for dummies’ because everyone is a
dummy until they’re not and not wanting
to be one means you’re not one in the
first place. Maybe I'd call it homeowner-
ship 201. | think my biggest problem
would be keeping it interesting since | am
a pretty boring guy. | have some pretty
awesome friends that might help though.

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and
Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified energy rater
and contractor, he is qualified to assess every

aspect of energy usage and prescribe solutions
to save energy. He can be reached at

610-759-6306 or email Ken@FieldsService.com
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Join us for a day of planty
fun, planty shopping,
food, beerand wine.
Dozens of great artisans
and vendors.
Get your planty groove
on!
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“Affordable Cremations &
Funeral Services”™

202 West Street
Wind Gap, PA 18091

610-863-5429

Jane Follweiler, FD Supervisor

schmidtfuneralhome

AUGUST 17, 2021

Blue Flame Events & Slate Belt Rising
Presents:

DELAWARE
RIVERFEST

COME OUT AND ENJOY THE DAY ALONG
THE DELAWARE RIVER!
SHOPPING, FOOD, DRINKS, MUSIC,
AND MORE!

AUGUST 28,2021 FROM 10AM TO 3PM
422 DELAWARE AVENUE
PORTLAND, PA 18351
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: HELP WANTED

* Operator * Excavator

» vHaul Truck * Laborer
o Delaware Quarries 6491 Martins Creek 4
. Belvidere Hwy. Bangor Pa.
Drug Screen Required
Stop By For Application Or Cal
215-862-1670 Ext: 2502
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