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Ken 
Field

Owner of Slate 
Belt Energy 

Services

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and 
Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified energy rater 
and contractor, he is qualified to assess every 

aspect of energy usage and prescribe solutions 
to save energy. He can be reached at 

610-759-6306 or email Ken@FieldsService.com

Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times

Be Realistic and 
Shop for Value

No matter what you are shopping for, 
there are always selection criteria that 
must be met. Nobody is willing to part 
with their money if they are not con-

vinced that a purchase has value. That 
makes the advertising industry strong 
and creative. I’m sure before a multi-

million dollar ad campaign is launched, 
many focus groups and test markets 

have been used. The job of a manufac-
turer is to bring a product to market that 

will make them a profit. 
We as consumers want useful things 

that will last a long time. As the installer 
of complicated appliances, I want to 
use good quality equipment that will 

not require me to return to the scene of 
the installation to adjust or repair minor 

malfunctions caused by inferior manufac-
turing practices. Using metal that is too 
thin for cabinets of air conditioners and 
furnaces makes me exclude numerous 

brands. Assembling equipment with 
inferior hardware or using too few fasten-

ers to make the units strong and free 
from shipping damage and rattles and 

vibration after installation excludes even 
more. What I am left with is a few brands 
that are made well and stand the test of 

time. The problem is that they are not the 
cheapest ones to purchase. I explain this 
regularly but I am not a paid salesperson 

so all I do is relate my experience and 
opinions to my potential customers. If 
they believe what I say, I may work for 

them. If they don’t, I expect they will have 
someone else install another brand. 
There is an old sign I have seen that 

says “Good, Fast, Cheap. Pick 2” and 
that is pretty accurate. Cheap is rarely 
a good criterion to use for selection of 

anything that needs to last. I would much 
rather save up for something and be sure 
it will last then to grab a cheap imitation 
and regret it. I have been a victim of my 
own greed though. I buy a specific brand 
of cordless tools and they work well. The 

batteries are expensive and there are 
Chinese imitations that work with these 
tools. I bought 2 to try and one did not 

work right out of the package. I contacted 
the seller and instead of asking me to re-
turn them, they sent me 2 more and did 
not even want the bad one back. Both of 
them worked but within a year only one 

of the 3 will recharge. I did it to myself so 
nobody else is to blame but never again.     

John T. Schimmel 
P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t

Serving Easton, Lehigh Valley, Northampton & 
Lehigh Counties, parts of Monroe County & New Jersey

• P. (610) 253-4000 • F. (610) 258-3294 TF. • (800) 370-8294 
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com

Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

Our company specializes in accounting and tax preparation
 services for a wide variety of clients. 

We specialize in:
• Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
• Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
• Corporate tax return filing

1400 NORTHAMPTON STREET - EASTON, PA  18042-4024   

• Free Estimates
•Authorized Direct Repair for Major Insurance Companies

•Certifi ed Technicians
Ask about our Truck & Truck Accessories!

Since 1987
Rte. 512, 5 Points Intersection
Mt. Bethel.........................................610-588-4633

It’s easy to save some 
extra cash when you 
bundle all your insurance 
needs with Progressive. 
Plus, enjoy other discounts 
like multi-policy, safe driver, 
and more. Stop in or call 
a local agent for a free 
quote today.

SABATINO INS AGENCY
17 S ROBINSON AVE
PEN ARGYL, PA 18072

610-863-6033
robin@sabatinoins.com

Home insurance is provided and serviced by American Strategic Insurance Corp. and its affiliates. This insurer is not affiliated with Progressive 
and is solely resonsible for claims. Not available in all states. Other insurance provided by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates, Mayfield 
Village, Ohio, and Progressive County Mutual Ins. Co., Austin, Texas. Discounts not available in all states or situations.

21 st Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 

Monday, September 13, 2021 

Whitetail Golf Club, Bath PA 

Golfers Wanted! 

$55 per person 

100% of proceeds benefit our 
scholarship fund! 

Call today 610-588-1000 or register online at 
www.slatebeltchamber.org 


