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| remember the projects we were working
on 10 years ago. Some were paid for by the
stimulus grants that Monroe County received
and we did a lot of weatherization work for
them. Lots of insulation and some window
and door replacement. | hope these jobs
have performed as well as they were intend-
ed to. Hopefully a lot of energy that would
have been wasted has been saved. We also
supplied a lot of CFL light bulbs to homeown-
ers as part of that program. | don’t think that
plan went quite as well as expected though.
My own experience with CFL bulbs shows
their life to be much shorter than we were
told. Although LED bulbs were not available
then, that would have added a lot of value
to the jobs we did. A lot has changed in 10
years and but in my opinion, not enough has
really changed and not in the right direction.
Incandescent light bulbs which were going
to be outlawed are still available and there is
not an ounce of tax incentive for homeown-
ers to make their home more energy efficient.
The demand for energy audits has dwindled.
It seems like the energy retrofit business is
becoming a niche industry.
On the positive side, it is now required for a
blower door test to be performed on all new
homes during construction. This is just the
start and the tightness required at this time
is not really going to produce a much more
energy efficient home than a good contrac-
tor would have been building 5 years ago. It
should stop the leaky, swiss cheese homes
that a lot of inferior builders were cranking
out though. If the required leakage rate is
eventually lowered we will see homes that
are much more comfortable and much easier
to heat and cool. Even if no more insula-
tion is required in these homes, they will be
vastly different than what we see today. The
next step after that is to have heating and
air conditioning systems match much more
closely the energy requirement of the home.
| just received blueprints for a new home and
the HVAC system was already specified on it.
| did my own load calculation and found that
the systems specified are almost twice as
large as what is required. This is not unusual
but | will not supply a system that | know is
too large and one that will not be efficient so
it is not likely that | will be hired for this work.
Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt En-
ergy and Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified
energy rater and contractor, he is qualified
to assess every aspect of energy usage
and prescribe solutions to save energy. He
can be reached at 610-759-6306 or email
Ken@pFieldsService.com
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needs with Progressive. "J(J /
Plus, enjoy other discounts
like multi-policy, safe driver,
and more. Stop in or call

a local agent for a free
quote today.
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Public Accountant

1400 NORTHAMPTON STREET - EASTON, PA 18042-4024
Serving Easton, Lehigh Valley, Northampton &

% John T. Schimmel
Y 4

Lehigh Counties, parts of Monroe County & New Jersey

Our company specializes in accounting and tax preparation
services for a wide variety of clients.
We specialize in:
* Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
* Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
* Corporate tax return filing

* P. (610) 253-4000 « F. (610) 258-3294 TF. « (800) 370-8294
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com
Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

SEPTEMBER T0
REMEMBER VENDOR
FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
10AM TO 3PM AT
BANGOR MEMORIAL PARK
90 EISENHART BLVD.
BANGOR, PA 18013

Enjoy the day shopping with over 50 unique *
small business vendors. Grab a drink, some

food, and enjoy the day filled with music,
entertainment, shopping and more!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON VENDOR
OPPORTUNITIES CALL: 484-633-0185 OR
EMAIL: BLUEFLAMEEVENTS@YAHOO.COM
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* Free Estimates
*Authorized Direct Repair for Major Insurance Companies

*Certified Technicians
Ask about our Truck & Truck Accessories!

Since 1987
Rte. 512, 5 Points Intersection

MU Bethel..oooeeeceerceeenen 610-588-4633

21 st Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament

Monday, September 13, 2021
Whitetail Golf Club, Bath PA
Golfers Wanted!

$55 per person

100% of proceeds benefit our
scholarship fund!

Call today 610-588-1000 or register online at
www.slatebeltchamber.org




