
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020                              BLUE VALLEY TIMES                      PAGE  9

Replacement Windows 
Roofing • Patio Doors • Entry Doors

• MADE in USA - Since 1977 • A+ BBB Rated 
• Fully Insured • 1,000’s of Happy Customers 

• Expert Installation
All Major CC’s  EZ Pay Financing Available

“it’s your
castle”
570-688-8589

LIKE US ON
Blue Valley Times

PennDOT Accepting Applications For 2021-22 
Improvements Under Multimodal Transportation Fund
By Sean Brown

Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) 
today announced that applications will be accepted to fund new transportation im-
provement projects under the Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF) through No-
vember 6, 2020.

“The Multimodal Transportation Fund enhances connectivity in our state and al-
lows local projects to benefit all regions,” PennDOT Secretary Yassmin Gramian 
said. “Projects are selected based on safety benefits, regional economic conditions, 
technical and financial feasibility, job creation, energy efficiency, and operational 
sustainability.”

Eligible applicants include municipalities, council of governments, business/non-
profit organizations, economic development organizations, public transportation 
agencies, public airports, airport authorities, and ports and rail entities.

Projects that will be considered should coordinate local land use with transporta-
tion assets to enhance existing communities; improve streetscape, lighting, side-
walk facilities, and pedestrian safety; improve connectivity or utilization of existing 
transportation assets; or advance transit-oriented-development.

In FY 2020-21, 27 projects were awarded more than $30 million in MTF funding 
throughout 23 counties, including construction of trail and road access to the new 

10-acre Bridesburg Riverfront Park in southeast region of the state, the installation 
of 4,100 feet of curb and 2,100 feet of sidewalks/related streetscape work in the 
northeast region of state, and converting two traditional intersections into modern 
roundabouts to reduce congestion, improve air quality, and enhance pedestrian mo-
bility in the southeast.

PennDOT expects to announce grant recipients next year, and funding will be-
come available in July 2021.

Act 89 of 2013 established a dedicated Multimodal Transportation Fund that sta-
bilizes funding for ports and rail freight, increases aviation investments, establishes 
dedicated funding for bicycle and pedestrian improvements, and allows targeted 
funding for priority investments in any mode.

For more information about the program and previous years’ applications and 
awards, visit www.penndot.gov and click on Multimodal Program under the “Proj-
ects & Programs” menu.

Broadband Deployment Could Get 
a Boost from Senate Action
By Michael Ortoski

SLATE BELT - Access to 
broadband has become even 
more crucial during the COV-
ID-19 health crisis. This week, 
the Senate approved a bill that 
would establish a grant program 
to extend deployment of broad-
band services in underserved 
areas of the state.

The bill would provide more 
funding to rural areas that cur-
rently do not have access to reliable high-speed networks. Since 
my fist day as a State Representative and then a State Senator, 
I have made infrastructure investment, including broadband and 
communication networks, a top priority.

This technology is very important for our region, and I’m confi-
dent these grants will continue to help us improve broadband infra-
structure and reduce the number of cellular ‘dead zones’ in Monroe 
and Northampton counties.

Access to broadband has become even more crucial during the 
COVID-19 health crisis, connecting residents with services and in-
formation they would otherwise not have access to.  It is also im-
portant to those who tele-work, senior citizens, fire and emergency 
workers and students who are taking classes remotely. 

Datacasting
Continued from page 2
at home. Through datacasting, Pennsylvania PBS and its partners will be able to bridge the digital 

divide, better serving students and families across the Commonwealth.”
The datacasting partnership is one of many of PDE’s initiatives to support schools’ efforts to 

implement continuity of education plans.
“PDE is dedicated to creating equitable learning environments for students who must learn from 

home,” said Secretary of Education, Pedro A. Rivera. “Still too many do not have access to broad-
band internet. We are excited to work with Pennsylvania PBS to bring the classroom to these stu-
dents at home through datacasting.”

Pennsylvania PBS has a long history of providing educational, yet entertaining, programming for 
over 50 years. PBS KIDS, a key component of each station’s broadcast schedule, is committed to 
making a positive impact on the lives of children through curriculum-based entertainment with posi-
tive role models and content designed to nurture a child’s total well-being. In a January 2019 Market 
& Research Resources, Inc. survey, PBS KIDS was ranked the #1 “Children’s Educational Media 
Brand” with 71% of the votes.

Pennsylvania PBS first partnered with PDE for the Learning at Home initiative after schools closed 
in response to the spread of the coronavirus.

“When schools closed on March 16, each PBS station knew that it could help to fill a need,” said 
Kate Domico, executive director of Pennsylvania PBS. “By working with local Intermediate Units, 
school districts and PDE, each PBS station crafted curriculum schedules aligned with standards, 
activity ideas and links to additional online resources. By March 30, we launched learningathomepa.
org. Pennsylvania PBS is honored to continue to provide free, instructional programming to kinder-
garten through twelfth grade learners through our Learning at Home initiative.”

Pennsylvania PBS reports that many school districts and teachers implemented the Learning at 
Home programming this past spring.

“…PBS offers something for every student I teach. Whether they like music, nature, sports, sci-
ence, or current events, there is a show that is highly entertaining and educational for each and 
every one of them. I appreciate there is a show or video for almost anything my 8th grade students 
are interested in,” reported an 8th Grade English Language Arts teacher in Harrisburg, in an email 
survey.

Pennsylvania PBS will work with the 29 Intermediate Units and school districts across the state to 
curate the data instructional units. Resources could include thousands of instructional videos and 
standards-aligned curriculum for all grade levels available for free at PBSLearningMedia.org, teach-
ers’ own lesson plans and recorded lectures.

With the federal funding grant, Pennsylvania PBS will begin implementation of the datacasting 
pilot program. It expects that students in the first phase of the pilot will begin using datacast instruc-
tional units in December 2020.

To find more information about your local PBS station, visit LearningatHomePA.org or:
• WHYY Public Media in Philadelphia
• WITF Public Media in Harrisburg
• Lehigh Valley Public Media in the Greater Lehigh Valley



PAGE 10         BLUE VALLEY TIMES                  SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

Blue Valley Times
SERVING THE SLATE BELT, LOWER POCONOS AND NORTHERN N.J.

DAILY ONLINE WEEKLY IN PRINT

Visit us at www.bluevalleytimes.com

Need Those Odd Jobs Around
The House Done Today?

Call MeToday!

570-517-6596
References available from residential

to commercial sources.

HANDY MAN
Need Those

HANDY MANTony’s S E R V I C E

I Do It All..... No Job Too Small!
Painting Inside/Outside, 

Light Plumbing/Electric, Carpeting 
Water Damage, Sheetrock, Ceramic Tile, 

Hardwood & Vinyl Flooring,
Gutters Cleaned, Snow Removal,

Garage Cleanout

610-905-0390 or 570-872-4416 E-Mail: johnsonvillefandg@gmail.com
154 totts gap rd. in bangor 

Hours:
8am-5pm Tue.- Sat. 
8am-1pm Sunday
Closed Monday

Hours:

johnsonville farm & garden, inc 

Our Greenhouses NOW OPEN!
Bulk & Bagged Mulch and Topsoil with

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
Fence Supplies including SPLIT RAIL!

Deals of the Season:
54lb WEED & FEED $30.00

Split Rail Fencing $12.00 (posts or rails)
40lb Bagged Topsoil $3.00

Market at Johnsonville always offering seasonal Produce, 
Meats, Raw Milk & Eggs along with many other local goods.

Step Into Spring & Summer With 
Johnsonville Farm & Garden As Your Supplier!

MULCH (We manufacture our own!)
Hardwood, Bark, Dyed Red, Brown, Black, Gold, 
Canadian Cedar, Fresh Chips

TOPSOIL Screened, Enriched (Black Gold), Compost

SAND Pool, Concrete, Masonry

NATURAL WALL STONE
DECORATIVE/DRIVEWAY STONE
PAVER & RETAINING WALLS
POND & WATER GARDEN SUPPLIES
CUSTOM WATER 
FEATURES

570.629.7056

PA Sales Tax applies. Prices subject to change without notice. All weights & measures approximate. HICPA #15020

SPRING HOURS:
M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-4pm
Sun 9am-2pm

April, May & June only

Invest in the Beauty of Your Home

Delivery Available!

                           1713 Sugar Hollow Rd., Effort, PA
Our NEW satellite location, in conjunction with Scott Farms, 

at the intersection of Old Rt 115 and Rt 33 Wind Gap, PA

Area’s 
Largest Selection 

of Landscape Materials!

PA Sales Tax applies. Prices subject to change without notice. All weights & measures approximate. HICPA #15020

www.SugarHollowFarms.com

Authorized Dealer 
Unilock Manufactured 

Pavers & Retaining Walls


