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September is Suicide Prevention
Awareness Month

By Rep. Ann Flood

SLATE BELT - Approximately 1.2 million
adults attempt suicide annually in the
United States, with more than 85% re-
porting having made a suicide plan prior
to their attempt. In 2020, the most recent
year that data is available, approximately

sc H o o L 1,700 people died by suicide in Pennsyl-

GRANT PROGRAM vania.

September is Suicide Prevention Aware-
ness Month, a time to remember and
honor those lost to suicide, as well as
support suicide attempt survivors and all
who experience suicidal ideation, mental
health challenges and crisis every day.
It is important to remember help is avail-
able.
This summer, the 988 Suicide and Cri-
sis Lifeline officially launched nationwide,
streamlining call and text access to the
national lifeline that provides no-cost cri-
sis response support 24 hours a day, 365
days a year. In addition to 988, many other resources also remain available to Pennsylvanians in
need of support, including:

» Crisis Text Line: Text “PA” to 741-741

* Veteran Crisis Line: 1-800-273-TALK (8255)

* Disaster Distress Helpline: 1-800-985-5990

» Get Help Now Hotline (for substance use disorders): 1-800-662-4357

* Pennsylvania Sexual Assault Helpline: 1-888-772-7227 or pcar.org/help-in-pa

* National Domestic Violence Helpline: 1-800-799-7233 or PCADV.org
Learn more about Prevent Suicide PA's work around Pennsylvania at preventsuicidepa.org.
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Farm to School Grant Program Open SeRlembRrs

By Rep. Ann Flood

SLATE BELT - Applications are now being accepted for the
Pennsylvania Farm to School Grant Program.

Created by the Legislature in 2019, the grant program aims to ed-
ucate prekindergartners through eighth graders and their families
about the importance of choosing healthy, locally produced foods
and increase awareness of agriculture in the Commonwealth.

Eligible applicants include a school district, public school, char-
ter school, private school or center with prekindergarten classes,
kindergarten classes, elementary classes or middle school classes
through the eighth grade that participates in a Federal Child Nutri-
tion Program.

The maximum grant award is $15,000. For additional informa-
tion or to submit an application, click here. The deadline to apply
is Oct. 14.
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EPA Qualified Outd;)r Woba'Furnaces
A new generation of clean

hen John Hanley built his

4,000 square foot log heme
inasmall Ohio township 17 years
ago, he chose propane for heat
and dornestic hot water because it
weas an economical choice,

But, when prapane prices increased
and his annual fuel bill reached
S6000 he dropped the thermostat
ta63°F ta manage his casts, His
wife, however, suffered with severe
arthritis and lowering the ambient
ternperature caused her discamfart

He began looking for a more
affardable home heating solution,
Hisresearch led him to autdoor
wood furnaces,

Today s outdoor wood furnaces, also
called wood boilers or waod-fired
hydranic heatersare a clean, cost-
effective alternative ra the safery,
ress and health concerns of indaaor
waood burning, while alsa providing
aready supply of domestic hor
water,

The outdoor furnace heats water
inan insulated water jacket
surrounding the firebox, The

heated water circulates through
underground pipesta afarced-

air furnace, bailer or radiant floor
heating systemthat distributes even,
adjustable and cormfortable heat.

Hanley knew some tawnships placed
restrictions on the installation of
autdacr wood furnacestaaddress
srnake ernissicn issues [twas
impartant far him ta set a good
exarnple in his awn cormrmuni

by chaosing a unit that was EPA “This furnace is the way
qualified. Certral Boiler, an Armerican- o go. You carrt beat it,”
owned company in business since  Says Hanfey

1984, helped create the EPA Hydranic

Hearer Prograrm, Their E-Classic

was the first outdoor wood furnace

rmeeting Phase 2 of the program.

Central Boiler’s new E-Classic models
utilize athree-stage gasification
technalogy and 3 self-regulating
thermestatically cortralled system
that burns wood so completely that
combustion efficiencies approach
10086, This rmeansthe owner burns
less wood, with very little residual
ash and virtually na smake. By
minimizingthe emissions, this
clearer generation of outdoar
furnacesis the optimum chaice

for people concernedwith the
ErIrcnment.

1n2002, concems reganding s moke
emissions from omdoor wood furnaces
prompteda numberof manufacturers o
Harley chose an E-Classicta heat form the Ourdoo r Fumace Manufacturers
3 2,500 square foot barn/garage Caucus and uhimately partner
in addition ta his homme and hat woluntarily with the EPA to createa
water, Mow, Hanley's wife keeps the program that gave homeowners choies
ambient house termperature at 76°F, forcleaner, moreefficient models. EPA
states thatoutdoor hydronic heaters that
areEPA Phase 2 program qualified are
90% cleanerthan unqualified units.

“She’s happy and she hasendless
ot weater far her whirlpool bath,“he
says,

Carmpary reliability was alsa a
factor in his choice. "Central Bailer
stands behind their products and
this sort of warranty service isreally
impartart ta me'

Firally, because he cuts his own
waod, he has eliminated his home
heating costs enabling him ta
redirect the money saved ta their
children’s university educations.

Go to CentralBoiler.com
to find vour Local Dealer
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