
PAGE 6         BLUE VALLEY TIMES                 SEPTEMBER 28, 2021

Ken 
Field

Owner of Slate 
Belt Energy 

Services

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt Energy and 
Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified energy rater 
and contractor, he is qualified to assess every 

aspect of energy usage and prescribe solutions 
to save energy. He can be reached at 

610-759-6306 or email Ken@FieldsService.com

Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times
How Long Will a House Last

100 years? Forever? I don’t think anyone 
ever really gave much thought to that. I’ve 
worked on homes that are well over a hun-
dred years old but most of them are stone 
or brick. One my son and I rebuilt was from 
1873 and although the structure was good, 
everything else about it was not. Windows 
and doors needed replacement, electrical, 
plumbing, heating, and even major work 
was needed to make it energy efficient. 

We could have cut a lot of corners and still 
met the building code but my philosophy 
is that you need to look as far forward as 

possible to prevent the recurring nightmare 
of maintenance problems. It has been 15 
years since we finished it and there have 

been very few problems. Ironically the most 
expensive one was the need to upgrade the 
air conditioning equipment because some 
parts were no longer available. It is more 

energy efficient than most new homes and 
even though it is near a major road, the 

sound of traffic barely makes it inside be-
cause of the technique we used to insulate 
it. I would expect this house to be standing 

100 years from now. 
Some of today’s new homes are going to 

require some major expense too before they 
hit the 150 year mark. I can only imagine 
what the cost of energy will be in the year 

2170. Does anyone but me think about stuff 
like this? I don’t lose sleep over it but I try to 
envision what things will be like then. I can’t 
imagine what the source of heat will be. The 
cost of electricity will probably be astronomi-

cal. Gas and oil may be outlawed. I can’t 
even imagine what refrigerant will be in the 
air conditioning systems. On one hand I’m 
glad I will be long gone by then, but on the 
other hand, my family will still be here and 
I won’t be able to help. I should probably 

worry about things in the near future and not 
those so far out but where do you draw the 
line? There is no shortage of things to worry 
about these days but the unknown is some-
thing not really worth worrying about. Hav-
ing your home and all the systems in it up 
to date and well maintained relieves you of 

many worries. Methodically selecting repairs 
and prioritizing major upgrades will prevent 
a landslide of breakdowns that are always 
possible. A 5 year plan is reasonable with 

respect to mechanical equipment. Upgrade 
when major repairs are imminent and enjoy 

the peace of mind for a little while.  

John T. Schimmel 
P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t

Serving Easton, Lehigh Valley, Northampton & 
Lehigh Counties, parts of Monroe County & New Jersey

• P. (610) 253-4000 • F. (610) 258-3294 TF. • (800) 370-8294 
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com

Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

Our company specializes in accounting and tax preparation
 services for a wide variety of clients. 

We specialize in:
• Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
• Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
• Corporate tax return filing

1400 NORTHAMPTON STREET - EASTON, PA  18042-4024   

• Free Estimates
•Authorized Direct Repair for Major Insurance Companies

•Certifi ed Technicians
Ask about our Truck & Truck Accessories!

Since 1987
Rte. 512, 5 Points Intersection
Mt. Bethel.........................................610-588-4633

It’s easy to save some 
extra cash when you 
bundle all your insurance 
needs with Progressive. 
Plus, enjoy other discounts 
like multi-policy, safe driver, 
and more. Stop in or call 
a local agent for a free 
quote today.

SABATINO INS AGENCY
17 S ROBINSON AVE
PEN ARGYL, PA 18072

610-863-6033
robin@sabatinoins.com

Home insurance is provided and serviced by American Strategic Insurance Corp. and its affiliates. This insurer is not affiliated with Progressive 
and is solely resonsible for claims. Not available in all states. Other insurance provided by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates, Mayfield 
Village, Ohio, and Progressive County Mutual Ins. Co., Austin, Texas. Discounts not available in all states or situations.

Full Time Service 
Writer Wanted

This position requires experience in the Powersports or 
Automotive work environment, is fast paced and calls for 
strong communication skills, ability to multi task, be orga-
nized and good with people.  Computer skills are neces-
sary.   Must be outgoing, have a positive attitude, be loyal 
and responsible.  Email resume to info@hornsoutdoor.
com or stop by to apply.  
Horn’s Outdoor, Inc.  1169 Mt Bethel Hwy, Mt Bethel, PA

*****Offer available on qualifying purchases made between 04 August 2021 and 29 October 2021. Z1Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 04 
August 2021 through 29 October 2021. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial, for commercial use only. Down payment may be 
required. Average down payment is 10%. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Available at participating U.S. dealers. 
Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.  

BANGOR, PA
158 Falcone Rd. I 610-588-4088

HilltopSales.com

Z930M ZTRAK™ MOWER
GET 0% FOR 48 MONTHSZ1

Hilltop Sales & Service


