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Tips for voting on Election Day
Casting a ballot at the polls

By Becky Bartlett
EASTON - On November 8, 2022, Northampton County’s 154 precincts will be fully 
staffed for voters who prefer to cast their ballot on the ES&S ExpressVote XL ma-
chine. It is suggested that voters wear comfortable shoes and bring a chair if stand-
ing is difficult. Facemasks are recommended, but not required.
 Polls will be open from 7:00AM – 8:00PM. Voters will check in at the registration 
table on an E-poll book by giving their name. The E-poll book will indicate if the voter 
is eligible to vote and if they are at the correct polling place. If so, they will sign in on 
the touchpad. First-time voters and voters who are voting in a new precinct may be 
required to show ID.
 Voters who applied for a mail-in or absentee ballot and have turned it in are not 
eligible to vote at the polls.
 Voters who applied for a mail-in or absentee ballot, but have decided they’d rather 
cast their vote on the machine must give the ballot and the return envelope to the 
Judge of Elections. After spoiling the ballot, the Judge will have the voter sign a 
Declaration to Surrender Ballot form. Only then will they be permitted to vote on the 
ExpressVote XL.
 Voters who applied for a mail-in ballot, but do not have their ballot or the return 
envelope with them will be given a provisional ballot. The Elections Board will verify 
that the voter did not vote by mail before the provisional ballot can be counted.
 An instructional video for voting on the ES&S ExpressVote XL is available online at 
NorthamptonVotes.com
 
Casting a mail-in or absentee ballot
 
The Elections Office reminds voters to carefully follow the instructions included with 
their ballot. “Naked” ballots—those which have not been enclosed in the inner se-
crecy envelope—will not be counted. The voter should use black or blue ink and 

must sign and date the back of the return envelope. Mail-in ballots will be declared 
void if there are any identifying marks on the ballot or secrecy envelope.
 If submitted by mail, the ballot must be received by 8:00PM on November 8th. 
Postmarks will not be considered. All return envelopes include postage; voters do 
not need to add a stamp.
 On Election Day, mail-in ballots can be returned directly to the Elections Office 
located on the Lower Level of the Government Center at 669 Washington Street, 
Easton by 8:00PM, or at one of the County’s four secure ballot drop-off boxes. The 
drop-off boxes have different closing times on Election Day. PA State Law states 
that voters must only drop off their own ballot. If you come into the Elections Office, 
you may be asked for your ID. If you drop off someone else’s ballot you must have a 
“Certification of Designated Agent” form on file at the Elections Office. A copy of the 
form can be downloaded at www.vote.pa.gov
 
Secure Ballot Drop-off Boxes
 
·        Bethlehem City Hall Rotunda– 10 E. Church Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018- 
City Hall is closed on Election Day but the ballot drop-off box will be available in the 
Rotunda from 7:00AM -  8:00PM
 
·        Northampton County 911 Center – 100 Gracedale Ave. Nazareth, PA 18064 
– open from 8:30AM - 8:00PM
 
·        Human Services Building – 2801 Emrick Blvd. Bethlehem, PA 18020 – open 
from 8:30AM - 7:00 PM
 
·        Rotunda of the Government Center – 669 Washington Street, Easton, PA 
18042 – open from 8:30AM - 8:00PM
 
 
To report any problems on Election Day, contact the Elections Office at 610-829-
6260 or elections@norcopa.gov

October Proclaimed Disability Employment Awareness Month
By Art Charlton

(WHITE TOWNSHIP, NJ. - October will be Disability Employment Awareness 
Month, the Warren County Board of County Commissioners proclaimed as they 
celebrated and recognized the capabilities and contributions of persons with a 
disability.

“There are all levels of abilities,” Commissioner Director Jason J. Sarnoski 
said, adding the County supports efforts that “allow people to reach their full 
potential.”

Receiving the proclamation were county Human Services Director Shawn 
Buskirk and Cynthia Wildermuth, Chief Executive Officer of the organization 
Abilities of Northwest Jersey Inc. Commissioner Lori Ciesla, who read the proc-
lamation, noted that Abilities personnel “specialize in giving those with disabili-
ties the ability to work. It makes a big difference in everyone’s lives.”

Commissioner James R. Kern III said Warren County is fortunate to have 
Abilities of Northwest Jersey and other organizations who work with people 
with disabilities, adding those groups are always looking for volunteers and 
donors to assist this important effort.

Wildermuth thanked the commissioners “for recognizing the critical need for 
employment for persons with disabilities.” She noted the nation is currently at 
an all-time high – 38 percent – of employment of this segment of the population, 
“but we still have 62 percent of individuals with disabilities who may have that 
opportunity to succeed in life, we just have to get that awareness out there.”

Each year, the month of October is designated nationally as “Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month” to celebrate and recognize the capabilities and 
contributions of persons with a disability. In their proclamation, the Board of 
County Commissioners stated that it “recognizes that disability does not dimin-
ish the entitlement of any individual to live independently, enjoy self-determi-
nation, make personal choices, contribute to society and to experience the 
economic, political, social, cultural and educational mainstream of American 
society.”

The County, through the Human Services department’s Division of Aging & Disability Services and its Advisory Council on Disabilities, strives to create awareness and 
opportunities that “provide disabled residents and their caregivers the options and support needed to exercise their full rights as citizens in every component of our society 
and our County,” the proclamation stated.

Warren County Human Services Director Shawn Buskirk and Abilities of Northwest Jer-
sey Inc. Chief Executive Officer Cynthia Wildermuth receive a proclamation for Disability 
Employment Awareness Month from Warren County Commissioners Lori Ciesla, James R. 
Kern III, and Director Jason J. Sarnoski.


