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Pennsylvania Phasing in Ban of 
Invasive Japanese Barberry
By DCNR

HARRISBURG - The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
added Japanese Barberry to a list of noxious weeds -- plants that 
cannot be legally sold or cultivated in the state and is currently 
banned for sale and cultivation.

The popular, non-native, ornamental shrub forms dense, prickly 
thickets that crowd out plants and disrupt native ecosystems. It is 
also thought to harbor black-legged ticks that spread Lyme dis-
ease.

Enforcement of the ban will be phased in over two years to allow 
time for nurseries to eliminate it from their stock, find non-harmful 
alternatives, and develop seedless, sterile varieties that pose less 
threat to the environment and agriculture.

The department also added garlic mustard and Japanese stilt-
grass to the noxious weed list. Find more information about nox-
ious, controlled, and poisonous plants in Pennsylvania at the 
Department of Agriculture website https://t.e2ma.net/click/mprqbk/
2ddo0k/mtakm8b.


