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DCNR Finalizes ATV Trail Policy

By DCNR

Harrisburg, PA -- The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR) today outlined final changes to its internal policy on ATV trails on state
forest lands to respond to increasing demands for riding opportunities, local
and county government interest in expanding recreational tourism, and legisla-
tive action.

The announcement was made at the meeting of the Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources Advisory Council this week, where the proposed changes were
first introduced for public comment.

“This policy provides guidance to DCNR when acquiring, developing and
managing lands for ATV use,” DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn said. “The
major change will allow the careful consideration of strategic new riding oppor-
tunities on state forest lands to connect regional trail systems.”

Where there was a moratorium on new trail development in the previous
policy, the revisions now authorize DCNR to explore the potential for new ATV
trails and connectors on state forest lands. Other changes include: Allowing the
Secretary to designate portions of the state forest road system as temporary,
seasonal or permanent ATV trails.

Allowing the department to request public comment for projects that have
broader impacts on the community/region.

Supporting acquisition of lands specifically for motorized recreation use.

DCNR received 857 comments on the proposed changes. Responses to
those comments (PDF) can be found on the DCNR website.

The policy is effective immediately. Implementation will be guided by a set
of overarching ATV Management Principles (PDF) developed by the DCNR
Bureau of Forestry.

“With the principles guiding the work, the department will be doing an assess-
ment of potential new riding opportunities that could benefit communities and
businesses, and provide continuity to regional trail systems while balancing
protection of the natural resource and other values and recreational uses of the
public lands,” Dunn said.

A focus of the assessment will be the northcentral part of the state due to the
prevalence of state forest lands, a relatively high number of township roads
open to ATV use, and proximity to other DCNR ATV trail systems.

Pennsylvania currently has more than 260 miles of ATV trails in state for-
ests.

DCNR plays a multi-faceted role with ATVs: registering their use statewide
through a cooperative agreement with PennDOT; managing registration-gener-
ated fees for maintenance, enhancement, and enforcement of trail opportuni-
ties on state forest lands; and distributing grants to provide new recreational
ATV trails and facilities.

Pennsylvania has around 285,000 registered ATVs. On state forest lands,
ATV riding is allowed only on designated trails.

The Conservation and Natural Resources Advisory Council released a report
in January 2019 to provide recommendations on how DCNR and others could
enhance motorized recreation in Pennsylvania (PDF).

The ATV Trail Development and Management Policy (PDF) is on the DCNR
website, as is more information about ATV riding in state forests.

hen John Hanley built his

4,000 square foot log home
in a small Ohio township 17 years
ago, he chose propane for heat
and domestic hot water because it
was an economical choice.

But, when propane prices increased
and his annual fuel bill reached
$6000, he dropped the thermostat
to 63°F to manage his costs. His
wife, however, suffered with severe
arthritis and lowering the ambient
temperature caused her discomfort.

He began looking for a more
affordable home heating solution.
His research led him to outdoor
wood furnaces.

Today's outdoor wood furnaces, also
called wood boilers or wood-fired
hydronic heaters are a clean, cost-
effective alternative to the safety,
mess and health concerns of indoor
wood burning, while also providing
a ready supply of domestic hot
water.

The outdoor furnace heats water

in an insulated water jacket
surrounding the firebox. The

heated water circulates through
underground pipes to a forced-

air furnace, boiler or radiant floor
heating system that distributes even,
adjustable and comfortable heat.

Hanley knew some townships placed
restrictions on the installation of
outdoor wood furnaces to address
smoke emission issues. It was
important for him to set a good
example in his own community

A new generation of clean

Things are Heating Up Instant Rebate
PLUS, EARN UP TO A $300 TAX CREDIT

ON SELECT MODELS"

*Up to $1700 instant rebate savings on select in-stock Central Boiler Classic,
E-Classic and Maxim outdoor furnace models, at participating dealers.

**Purchase a qualifying furnace between January 1, 2011 and December 31,
2013 and receive up to a $300 Federal Tax Credit. Central Boiler, Inc. is not a
tax advisor. Taxpayers claiming a tax cradit should consult a tax professional.

by choosing a unit that was EPA “This furnace is the way
qualified. Central Boiler, an American- to go. You can’t beat it,”
owned company in business since ~ says Hanley.

1984, helped create the EPA Hydronic
Heater Program. Their E-Classic

was the first outdoor wood furnace
meeting Phase 2 of the program.

Central Boiler's new E-Classic models
utilize a three-stage gasification
technology and a self-regulating
thermostatically controlled system
that burns wood so completely that
combustion efficiencies approach
1009%. This means the owner burns
less wood, with very little residual
ash and virtually no smoke. By
minimizing the emissions, this
cleaner generation of outdoor
furnaces is the optimum choice

for people concerned with the
environment.

In 2002, concerns regarding smoke
emissions from outdoor wood furnaces
prompted a number of manufacturers to
form the Outdoor Furnace Manufacturers
Caucus and ultimately partner
voluntarily with the EPA to create a
program that gave homeowners choices
for cleaner, more efficient models. EPA
states that outdoor hydronic heaters that
are EPA Phase 2 program qualified are
90% cleaner than unqualified units.

Hanley chose an E-Classic to heat
a2,500 square foot barn/garage

in addition to his home and hot
water. Now, Hanley's wife keeps the
ambient house temperature at 76°F.
“She’s happy and she has endless
hot water for her whirlpool bath,"he
says.

Company reliability was also a
factor in his choice.“Central Boiler
stands behind their products and
this sort of warranty service is really
important to me."

Finally, because he cuts his own
wood, he has eliminated his home
heating costs enabling him to
redirect the money saved to their
children’s university educations.

LIMITED
TIME ONLY

Go to CentralBoiler.com
to find your Local Dealer
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A NEW, six-part, back-to-school series for parents
and caregivers powered by Transform for Tomorrow
and Remalke Learning Days Across America

S0 NOW WHAT?

HELPING PARENTS & CAREGIVERS
NAVIGATE A SCHOOL YEAR LIKE NO OTHER

You and your family are in the middle of what is already
an unprecedented start to the school year, not to mention
all we experienced last spring. You're processing lessons
already learned, adjusting to new ways of preparing your
kids and often figuring it out for yourselves.

A lot of us are asking...So Now What?

The So Now What? virtual series brings the
country’'s leading experts in education and childhood
development, including PBS Kids, Common Sense Media,
Learning Heroes and UPMC Children’s Hospital, together
with parents and caregivers to share and learn from one
another. We will cover a range of topics specific to this
moment in time, including social emotional wellness,
mental health, learning resources, communication,
tech safety and much more.

Together we will navigate the start to this new,
uncharted school year, and make plans for what comes

next, no matter what tomorrow brings.

WHERE:

Every Wednesday evening Sessions are held To register, please visit:

in September 2020 virtually via Zoom.us http://bit.ly/SoNowWhatSeries
All sessions are FREE and open to all! i i
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“The small home with a big heart”
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NURSING HOMES

% j Z %% & WARM, COZY, FRIENDLY, HOME-LIKE ATMOSPHERE

% MEMORY IMPAIRED & DEMENTIA CARE; CARING &
COMPASSIONATE STAFF IN A SMALL & SECURE SETTING

»* %% %% A 5-STAR FACILITY! % LONG TERM, SHORT TERM, RESPITE & HOSPICE CARE
% QUALITY PHYSICAL, SPEECH & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
% STIMULATING DAILY RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS
% 24-HOUR CARE BY OUR OWN RN’S, LPN’S & CNA’S
% CONTINUAL PHYSICIAN & PHARMACIST OVERSIGHT
%, DELICIOUS, NUTRITIOUS MEALS FOR SPECIAL DIETS
% REGISTERED DIETICIAN & SOCIAL WORKER ON STAFF

L2

1:1 CARE MEDICARE & MEDICAID ACCEPTED
AVAILABLE!  LICENSED BY NJ DEPT. OF HEALTH & SENIOR SERVICES

LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF WASHINGTON & GREEN ST.
Conveniently Accessible from Exit #4 I1-80, Route 94 & Rte. 46

.

Serving Monroe County, PA & Warren County, NJ

aroor: 908.496.4477| 908.496.4307
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Safety Tlps for this Huntlng Season

By Rep. Joe Emrick

BANGOR - As you prepare to head out to our fields and forests, be
sure to keep safety in mind. The Pennsylvania Game Commission
offers these important tips:

Basic Safety

« Positively identify the target. Be sure you are shooting at legal
game and not another hunter. And never shoot at sounds or move-
ment.

» Know your zone of fire and never shoot at game moving between
you and someone else.

* Wear the mandated amount of fluorescent orange clothing and
use layers of clothing that wick moisture, insulate and block wind or
rain to help keep you safe and comfortable.

* Let someone know where you are hunting and when you will
return. They should alert authorities if you do not return at the ap-
pointed time.

+ Carry a basic survival kit and know how to use it.

Firearms Safety

* Handle all firearms as if they’re loaded. Never assume they are
unloaded and double check to be sure.

+ Always point the muzzle in a safe direction and don’t put your
finger on the trigger until you are ready to shoot.

* Unload and place your firearm on the ground before crossing a
fence, log or other obstacle, or climbing a tree.

» Shoot only when a safe and adequate backstop exists. Don’t
shoot at hard, flat surfaces, water or a target on the horizon.

For more information, visit the Pennsylvania Game Commission

website at www.pgc.pa.gov.
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570-688-8589
Replacement Windows
Roofing « Patio Doors * Entry Doors

- MADE in USA - Since 1977 - A+ BBB Rated
e Fully Insured * 1,000’s of Happy Customers

- Expert Installation
All Major CC’s EZ Pay Financing Available




