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After Graduating College, Lehigh Valley
‘Offered Exactly What | Was Looking For’

By Made Possible in Lehigh Valley

Also, the musical talent in this area is out of this world. Checking out some of my
favorite local artists is always a great way to spend a weekday or weekend evening
with family and friends.”

The Promenade Shops at Saucon Valley is the Lehigh Valley’s premier, outdoor
center featuring a unique blend of favorite fashion stores, one-of-a-kind boutiques,

LEHIGH VALLEY - After completing her undergraduate degree at Kutztown Univer- @ 16-screen movie theater, and an exceptional mix of restaurants, all based in a
sity, Krista Berardelli was looking for the right place to take the next steps in her I|fe beautiful, mountain-side setting.

and it didn’t take her long to choose the
Lehigh Valley. -
It was the perfect location between her
alma mater and her childhood home in
Scranton, Pennsylvania, but she quickly
realized the region was perfect for her in
more ways than one: from its restaurants
and fun events, to its many career op-
portunities, to its close proximity to major
cities like New York City and Philadel-
phia.

“The Lehigh Valley offered exactly what
| was looking for, a bigger city than |
grew up in with plenty of events going on
throughout the entire week,” Berardelli
said.

Now, Berardelli is deeply embedded in
the community. She currently works as
Marketing Director at The Promenade
Shops at Saucon Valley, having previ-
ously started her marketing career at the
Lehigh Valley International Airport.

She is also the Vice Chair of the Young
Professionals Council with the Greater
Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Not knowing anyone in the Lehigh Val-
ley upon first moving here, she decided
to attend a free meet-and-greet hosted
by the council, and soon found herself
meeting lots of people and becoming in-
volved with the organization.

The Center’s Main Street is reminiscent
of old-fashioned downtown-style shop-
ping. A beautifully appointed sidewalk
walkway or “promenade” is complete
with old-fashioned street lamps, up-
close parking, fire pits, water fountains,
and seating areas that make it a perfect
place for strolling, shopping, and dining.
The COVID-19 pandemic has hit retail
particularly hard, but Berardelli said The
Promenade Shops at Saucon Valley
have taken the pandemic as an opportu-
nity to realign with businesses and com-
panies that offer a special experience for
guests.

“We are a lifestyle center; this means
that we offer many amenities you
wouldn’t find at a typical shopping mall,”
Berardelli said. “We have two common
area spaces that are used for leisure ac-
tivities, concerts, and even students and

. employees that now work from home. As

we continue to grow through the pains
of the pandemic, we are doing more to
reach the community with free events as
well.”

Berardelli believes the term “Made Pos-
sible in Lehigh Valley” couldn’t be more
appropriate, because ever since coming
here herself, she has seen first-hand the
many things possible here from recre-

Then last summer, Berardelli purchased her first home in Freemansburg, and so, in  ational, residential, and professional perspectives.

her own words: “It looks like | will be in the Lehigh Valley for a long while!”

“It helps highlight the champions that are a part of this community such as Crayola

“There’s always a lot to do here,” Berardelli said. “I really enjoy the festivals and and Just Born while also highlighting the many things there are to do in the area,”

events that happen very often in the Lehigh Valley. There is not a week that goes by she said. “It helps tell the story of why the Lehigh Valley is a great place to live, work
that | go through the Morning Call Go Guide and don'’t see something I'd like to do. @nd play for all generations.

Reduced Winter Services
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ice from launch areas. Eshback Access will remain open but will receive no winter maintenance.

Trail Access: All trails that are currently open will remain open during the winter, but trailhead parking
will be dependent on conditions and may be limited in some areas. Road closures may also affect ac-
cess to some trails. Trailhead parking areas that will remain open during the winter months will not be
cleared of ice and snow until after all priority routes are clear and safe for travel.

Access to the McDade Recreational Trail will be available at Smithfield Beach, Park Headquarters,
Bushkill Access, and Milford Beach.

The parking lot and access road to Dingmans Falls will remain closed to vehicles from January 2,
or the first significant snowfall, to April 15 but the trail will remain open, and visitors may walk, ski, or
snowshoe to the falls.

The upper parking lot for Raymondskill Falls will be closed from the first snowfall until April 15 but the
lower parking lot will remain open, as conditions permit.

Restrooms: Restrooms are available at Kittatinny Point Picnic Area, Blue Mountain Lakes parking
area, and Millbrook Village in NJ and at Smithfield Beach, Bushkill Meeting Center, Bushkill Access,
Toms Creek, and Milford Beach in PA. All restrooms with running water will be closed for the winter
including outdoor spigots.

For more information on Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area and site openings and clo-
sures, call the information desk at (570) 426-2452; visit our website at www.nps.gov/dewa; or follow us
on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/DelWaterGapNPS.
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